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Upcoming Preachers: 
 

May 4 ~ Bill Reinhold 
 

May 11 ~ Larry Hogan 
 

May 18 ~ Gerald Harper 
 

May 25 ~ Bill Reinhold 



Church Information 

 

          Elders On Call for May:   
 

                  Beth Phillips (540) 271-1605  

                                   Kate Dudley (540) 908-6207  
 

  If you have an urgent need please call an Elder On Call. 

Church Information 

April Attendance 

 SS  Worship 

6 23 65 

13 24 100 

20 23 114 

27 20 59 
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We are also thankful for those 
who faithfully watch online  

and listen via telephone. 

 

Staff 

Part Time Interim Pastor:  Bill Reinhold 

Office Administrator:  Sherry Stroop 

Organist:  Teresa Simmers 

Music Director:  Adrienne Whiteside 

Nursery Coordinator:  Liberty Johnson 

Custodian:  Kaitlyn Stroop 

 

Session 

Clerk of Session: Mark Williams 

Administration & Property:  

Tim Higgs, Tom May, Brad Miller  

Worship & Education:  

Kate Dudley, Charlie Newman, Beth Phillips 

Congregation & Community Care:  

Larry Hogan, Nancy Miller, Fran Smith  

  

Church Contacts 

Youth Advisor: Becky Pierce 

Cemetery: Brad Miller    

The Sunshine Gang: Craig & Nancy Miller,  

Bob & Patsy Scott 

Sanctuary Decorations: Jana Miller 

Historian: Nancy Myers 

 

 

On April 20th the Youth collected $234.73 for the  

4 Cents A Meal Offering.  The Presbytery receives 75% 

of the offering for their food ministry and the Session 

authorizes 25% of the offering for a food ministry. 
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In April CCPC used budgeted funds to support Central Valley 

Habitat for Humanity, an independent affiliate of Habitat for 

Humanity International.  Central Valley Habitat for Humanity is 

an ecumenical Christian housing ministry whose objective is to 

eliminate poverty housing from Harrisonburg and Rockingham 

County, and to make decent shelter a matter of conscience.  By 

having all people work together in equal partnership, Central 

Valley Habitat hopes to build new relationships and a sense of 

community as well as new houses.  

 

CCPC also used budgeted funds to support the Salvation Army which was founded in 1865.  

The Salvation Army Mission Statement:  The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an 

evangelical part of the universal Christian Church.  It’s message is based on the Bible.  Its minis-

try is motivated by the love of God.  Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to 

meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

 

CCPC also supported Camp Still Meadows.  Still Meadows Enrichment Center and Camp is a 

charitable, nonprofit organization created as a special needs facility in a country setting.  They 

provide year-round therapeutic activities for children and adults with developmental and/or 

physical disabilities in a safe, creative environment.  Still Meadows not only provides for the 

physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of the participants, but are also there for their families 

and caregivers; providing them reprieve and time to regroup both physically and mentally. 

Missions 

Mission Trip to Elkhorn, KY: 

The team from Cooks Creek will leave on Monday 

morning, June 16th and return on Saturday, June 

21st.  The cost to participate is $600 per person 

for each of the 10 people registered to go with 

us.  While some are able to cover the costs per-

sonally, members of the congregation are asked 

to participate in this project by providing some 

financial support.  You can do so by writing a 

check to the church with "Mission Trip" on the 

memo line.  We will be receiving these offerings 

on May 11 and 18.  Thank you for your support!  
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Open Doors is still going strong with its operations at 

the new Navigation Center. It is no longer  

a thermal shelter, so it’s operating year-round.   

 

They are still in need of volunteers to fill many roles: 

Kitchen Needs 

o Cleaning: 11AM – 1PM 

o Food Prep &amp;/or Baking: 1PM – 4PM 

o Meal Prep/Cooking: 5PM – 6:30PM 

o Meal Service: 6:30PM – 8PM 

Game Night 

o Fridays: 8PM – 9PM 

Shelter Cleaning 

o Mondays: 2PM – 4 PM 

Assisting Vertical Connections with free clothes distribution 

o First Friday of the Month: 5:30PM – 8PM 

Receptionist 

o M-F only (some shifts covered) 

- 7:30AM – 12PM 

- 12PM – 5PM 

 

To volunteer: 

- https://www.valleyopendoors.org/volunteer 

- Select the volunteer opportunity/time you’re interested in 

 

Items currently most needed: 

- Women’s bras and underwear 

- Full-size hygiene items (shampoo, body wash, etc.) 

- Walkable snacks (breakfast bars, protein bars, etc.) 

- Gift cards for guest rewards/incentives ($10-$25…personal note from Adonica: suggest that 

these are to places where alcohol cannot be purchased) 

 

*If you have any questions/issues registering to volunteer, please get in touch with Adonica.  

Open Doors Update: 

Missions  

https://www.valleyopendoors.org/volunteer
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Missions 

Since January 2013, it has been my great honor to serve as 
a mission co-worker in Presbyterian World Mission. I jour-
neyed from “are you kidding me?” to “my goodness, it’s 
over.” 

I’m not talking about time spent in my beloved Haiti. I’m talking about a great change. On 
March 24, World Mission concluded in connection with a decision made by the Interim Unified 
Agency of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). In its place will be a new imagining of the way 
Presbyterians do mission in the world. 

I am writing to express my great thanks to you for all the ways you have supported my send-
ing into the world to serve God’s children. It has been my greatest joy to connect you with the 
people of Haiti. As you know, I left Haiti in September 2019 because of great instability, was 
able to return in early March 2020, then was evacuated again as the pandemic took hold. 

I have continued to serve the people of Haiti through FONDAMA, our Joining Hands network 
there. In July 2024, I was deployed to Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, continuing to ac-
company Haiti partners remotely. 

And through these years, I’ve met with so many of you. You have hosted me in your homes, 
prayed for me in your churches and fellowship halls. You have loved the people of Haiti and 
let me know that. 

I am so grateful to you all. 

As World Mission concludes, I was honored to be invited into the new imagining of global 
missions. I have accepted the call to serve here in the United States as a global ecumenical 
liaison, partnering with mid-councils, diaspora communities, and global partners. 

This is a time of great change, both with sorrow and great excitement. 

 

When I arrived in Haiti to live and serve, the conditions were relatively calm. It was three 
years after the catastrophic 2010 earthquake that destroyed huge portions of the capital city 
of Port-au-Prince, Leogane and many other communities. When I arrived in the late spring of 
2013, I planned to travel to the southern mountains with the Celestin family to begin learning 
Creole and Haitian culture. 

I learned so much more. My first month with the Celestin family set the tone for my years in 
Haiti. Papa Luc is a farmer and carpenter. He and his children demonstrated how to love our 
neighbors, live simply and enjoy every day. 

When I began working with FONDAMA, I traveled to every corner of Haiti visiting rural com-
munities, hearing stories of challenge and triumph and understanding the enormous way Haiti 
changed world history.  (cont. on following page) 

News from Cindy Corell 
Spring 2025 
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The first Free Black Republic came into being on Jan. 1, 1804, after those who were en-
slaved by the French rose against their captors and won their own freedom. The descend-
ants of those heroes continue to demonstrate such resistance even as violent gangs ex-
pand their territory across Port-au-Prince. 

Fabienne Jean, coordinator of FONDAMA, and the network’s other leaders have shown 
me the beauty of local organizations. Caring for the people in their regions, individual 
farmer groups lead schools, mitigate erosion, build roads, and share resources with those 
in the community. 

Like the Celestin family, they love their neighbor. 

I lived in three neighborhoods over my time in Port-au-Prince. My “family” grew to include 
neighbors and a guardian who provided security. 

They too taught me to love our neighbors. 

At one of the houses, two huge mango trees in the yard provided barrels of the sweet fruit. 
One afternoon, our guardian Garry let me know that a neighbor was at the gate asking if 
she could have some mangos. 

“What do you think?” I asked Garry. 

“Well, we can’t eat them all,” he replied. 

When I went outside, Garry had filled half-a-dozen sacks with mangos and was delivering 
to all the neighbors. 

The violence we see in Port-au-Prince began in earnest in 2018. One afternoon over 
lunch, Garry said grace. He asked God to bless us all, the workers in the city, the police 
officers in the streets, the food sellers in the streets. “And also, God,” he prayed. “Bless 
the bandits.” “Because, well, you know, God.” 

As I leave the official work of World Mission   
and delve into the adventure and journey of 
Global Ecumenical Partnerships, I carry so 
many lessons from Haiti. I might be leaving    
the work, but I will never let the people of      
Haiti leave me. 

Because of your generous and faithful          
support, both financial and prayerful, I have 
been able to live into God’s call to serve in     
the world. There are not enough words to    
thank you. 

In Christ’s love, 

Cindy 

Missions 
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Church News 

Saturday, May 3 - Yard & Bake Sale at CCPC.  We 

invite you to gather “gently loved” items and bake 

your favorite goodies for this spring event. Drop off 

at church on Friday, May 2.   

All proceeds benefit the Dick Miller Fund. 

Here at Cooks Creek, we LOVE when our Church building is being 

used!  Below is direction on how to reserve the church building.  

This helps us not to overbook  and lets our Custodian know when 

the church is open to clean. 
 

 Any Church Meetings—Please let Sherry, our office manager,  know when you are meeting so 

it can be written on the reservation calendar in the hallway or you can write it in if you would 

like.   
 

 If a church member would like to use the church for a function not church related, please con-

tact Sherry by email or phone.  She will let you know if the church is available and write  it on 

the reservation calendar.  
 

 Outside parties can call the church office or fill out a Church Usage Form located beside the 

reservation calendar and Sherry will submit the request to Session for approval. 

Vacation Bible School at Cooks Creek is sched-
uled for June 8-10: Sunday thru Tuesday eve-
nings!  The theme is "Beating the Odds: God is 
with us". If we can pull it off, we hope to make 
the evenings for children and adults.   
 
If you are able to help in any way, please con-
tact Beth Phillips at egbphillips1@gmail.com or 
540.271.1605.   

Mark your calendar for Friday, May 30 for a potluck and 

Bingo night in anticipation of summer!  Bring your favorite 

potluck dishes and we will all enjoy some relaxing fellowship 

and after everyone has a full stomach, we will play Bingo!!!   

Our meal will begin at 6 pm with Bingo following. We will 

play 10-12 games and finish up no later than 8 pm. There 

will be prizes for each winner but no gambling!   Drinks and 

utensils will be provided.  Hope to see everyone there!  

mailto:egbphillips1@gmail.com


8 

The Youth provided a Chil-

dren’s Craft for the children  

during worship service on 

Sunday, April 13. 

On Sunday, April 27 the youth ate 
lunch at the famous Jersey Mike’s 
and went to Massanutten to enjoy 
time to zip line, drive bumper cars 
and go carts. They topped off the 
fun afternoon with a delicious treat 
at Bruster’s.  



Please be in prayer for these folks: 

• Evelyn Travis—ALS 

• Dick Travis—Back Issues 

• Don Hopson 

• Roy Swope 

• Norman Smith 

• Jean Ratcliff 

• Jimmy Miller 

• Lynn America—cancer has returned 

• Jimmy Brown—non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma (Becky Pierce’s brother) 

• Gary Shell & Family—He is battling melanoma in the lung 

• Wanda Ritchie                         

 

Prayer Requests? 
   If anyone in the congregation has any prayer concerns or needs  

please contact Phyllis Simmons  at pmsimmons4041@comcast.net 

 540-867-5238 or 540-830-4244  

Prayer Ministry 
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Please pray for CCPC’s Pastoral 

Nominating Committee: 

 

Craig Miller 

Gerald Harper 

Bob Scott 

Adonica Miller 

Shelley Newman 

Lee Anne Biller  

mailto:pmsimmons4041@comcast.net
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Prayer Ministry 

Dear Lord, Bless every mother and every grandmother with the finest of your 
spiritual blessings today. Confirm in her heart and spirit the work of her hands and 
the love that she has so freely given to those children under Your care. Validate 
her worth daily, so she has no reason to doubt whether she is loved, valued, and 
cherished in the eyes of her Heavenly Father. 

 
Create in her a deep sense of your protection and trust, so that worry and fear will 
disappear as she places her loved ones into Your care. Let her know that every 
prayer she has prayed and every encouraging word she has spoken on behalf of 
her children/grandchildren has been transformed into sweet, fragrant offerings 
before Your throne. 
 
Whisper deep within her spirit the sweet words  
she longs to hear from You—that nothing can ever 
separate her from Your love. Help her to nestle  
daily into the promises of Your Word, standing 
with faith on the things You declare are true. Let  
her know that You reward faithfulness, but that  
true success doesn’t lie in her accomplishments  
or accolades. Let her rest in the knowledge that  
she has done all she can—and that she and those 
she loves—truly belong to you. Bless her with a  
servant spirit so she can teach her own the joy of 
hearing one day, “Well done!” 
 
Let her joy be contagious; let her passion be pure; 
and let her life overflow with all the blessings she 
deserves—on special days, and on every day of  
her life. In Jesus’s name, Amen  
 
 

              by: Rebecca Barlow Jordan 



Outreach Ministry 
 

Keeping in Touch with Members and Friends 
 

One of our most important ministries is to love and care  
for one another.  All of us can participate in this by  

reaching out with phone calls, cards, visits and prayer.  

Dennis Early 

Bridgewater Retirement Community 

302 N. 2nd Street 

Bridgewater, VA 22812 

Birthday: February 2 

 

Evelyn & Jimmy Miller 

VMRC Crestwood, Hickory Apt. 303 

1401 Virginia Avenue 

Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

Phone: 540-564-6527 

Birthdays:  

Jimmy—May 31 

Evelyn—April 24 

 

Jerry Miller 

4463 Mt. Clinton Pike 

Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

Phone: 540-908-8316 

Email: millerhome-

stead@comcast.net 

Birthday: July 30 

 

Carolyn Pence 

c/o Ann Carol Pence 

2633 Partridge Trail 

Duluth, GA 30097 

Birthday: December 23 

 

Wanda Ritchie 

68 Cooks Creek Road 

Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

Phone 540-434-1944 

Birthday: January 19 

 

Pam Sonner 

229 Emerson Lane 

Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

Phone: 540-217-0805 

Birthday: March 20 

 

Eddy Wampler 

Bridgewater Retirement Community 

302 N. 2nd Street - Room 237 

Bridgewater, VA 22812 

Phone: 540-383-5653 

Birthday: September 15 

 

Wayne and Frances Bailey 

2321 Ralston Road 

Rockingham, VA  22802 

540-810-1575 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Suter 

English Meadows 

3607 Stone Spring Road 

Rockingham, VA  22801 

Phone: 540-214-6175 

Birthday: August 25 

 

Norman Smith 

3935 Sunnyside Drive, #227 

Sunnyside Retirement Community 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

Birthday:  June 23 

 

Roy Swope 

4157 Swope Rd. 

Dayton, VA  22821 

Phone:  540-480-9538 

Birthday:  May 13 

 

Evelyn Travis 

VMRC Oak Lea—Room 101 

1475 Virginia Avenue 

Harrisonburg, VA  22802 

Birthday:  March 26 
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"Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.”  

John 13:34  





Calendar and Celebrations 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

   1 

 
2 

4—6 pm 

Yard & Bake 

Sale Drop off 

3 

7—11 am 

CCPC Yard &  

Bake Sale 

4 

9:30 am  

VBS Meeting  

in the Parlor 

5 

 

6 

 
7 

 
8 

 

9 10 

11 
 

12 

 

13 

 
14 15 

 
16 

 

17 

 

18 

4 Cents A Meal 
Offering 

 

 

 

19 

Session 

Meeting 

6:30 pm 

20 

June 

Courier  

Deadline 

21 22 

 

Food Pantry  

3:30-6 pm 

23 

 

24 

25 26 

Church  

Office 

Closed 

27 28 29 30 

6-8 pm 
Potluck, 

Fellowship & 
Bingo Night! 

31 

                                                         13 

 2  -  Lee Anne Biller 

        Becky Hottel 

 3 -   Dawn Barnett 

        Wayne Knicely 

 5 -   Tammy Browning 

 7  -  Teresa Simmers 

 8  -  Kate Dudley 

10 -   Jordan Bridges 

         Katie Higgs 

 11 -  Dan Dalrymple 

         Wendy Scott 

 13 -  Roy Swope 

 16 -  JD McCurdy 

 17 -  Gail Frye 

23 -  Jean Ratcliffe 

26 -  Emily Shifflett 

28 -  Adonica Miller 

        Mark Williams 

31 -  Jimmy Miller 

        Barbara Weaver 

 

15 -  Paul & Whitney Eberly 

16 -  Rick & Karen Moats 

23 -  Donald & Lee Anne Biller 

25 -  Gary & Patty Pence 

28 -  Charlie & Shelley Newman 


