Cooks Creek
Presbyterian Church
COURIER

June 2021

Vol.

121

4222 Mt. Clinton Pike
Harrisonburg, VA,
22802

Staff
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Seth A. Normington

Music Director
Sarah Layman Graf
Organist
Teresa Simmers
Nursery Coordinator
Kathy Lyons
Office Manager
Martha Shank
Custodian
Jean Will
Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Connect with Us
540-867-5117
cookscreekpres@gmail.com
cookscreekchurch.org
facebook.com/cookscreekpres

If you have questions, you can call the office at 540-867-5117
or email us at cookscreekpres@gmail.com

RAMBLINGS FROM THE REVEREND
Memorial Day Weekend has traditionally been seen as the transition be-
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tween spring and summer and typically marks other transitions: the end of the
school year and graduations, the change in church and other community programming, and a view to get outside more often. This year, God willing, it also
appears to be a marker in the transition from pandemic restrictions to postpandemic opportunities. The time of hand wringing and not bothering to plan
for tomorrow because it is too hard to see what the future holds is fading and
the time to plant new seeds for the future is arriving. The future is our mission.

Cont. on page 4

VOLUNTEERS THIS MONTH
Liturgist

Sunday School
Care

Nursery
Care

Preschool
Care

6

Barret Dalrymple

Adonica Miller
& Billy Lilly

Adonica Miller
& Billy Lilly

13

Nancy Myers

20

Braeden Wallace

Robin &
Skip Wallace

Pam Bocock &
Dianne Brown

Donald &
Lee Anne Biller

27

Tracy Bosserman

Whitney &
Paul Eberly

Whitney &
Paul Eberly

Katherine Lyons

Elder on Call: Gerald Harper (540)434-3327
Bus Driver: Tom Frye

Katherine Lyons

Katherine Lyons Katherine Lyons Katherine Lyons

Dates to Remember:
5 - Work Day at 9 am
20 - Father’s Day
24 - Food Pantry

Attendance Last Month
May

SS

Worship

2

33

65

9

20

75

16

28

58

23

17

64

30
Plus the 50 to 70 who faithfully continue to watch
online and listen via telephone.

Prayer
Luanne May

Lung Disease (friend of

Jerry and Charlsie Miller

Karen Moat’s family)

Jimmy & Evelyn Miller

Helen Suter on the pass-

Sue Haley
Tucker-JD & Diane’s

ing of her sister
Dennis Early - declining

grandson

health

Terry & Linda Morris
Raymond Ratcliff

Lanny Holsinger-brotherin-law of Fred and Phyllis

Karen Church - Interstitial Simmons
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Session

Class of 2021

Class of 2022

Class of 2023

Chad Barnett

Mark Williams

Skip Wallace

Tom Bocock

Terry Morris

Ray Heatwole

Bob Scott

Jim Suter

Jeff Heatwole

Adonica Miller

Brad Miller

Gerald Harper

Don Myers

Becky Pierce

Kate Dudley
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CHURCH NEWS
Mission & Outreach Team
Budgeted Funds
In May, CCPC used budgeted
funds to support these local missions:
Humankind (Presbyterian Homes
& Family Services)
Humankind began as an orphanage in Lynchburg before
shifting

to

prevention,

foster

families, adoption and community-based services. It includes a
training center in Zuni for adults
with intellectual disabilities and
its care extends from counseling
and education for children to
long-term residential care for
adults.
https://www.humankind.org/
A Covenant Church with Massanetta Springs
This donation supports Massanetta Springs with an annual
unrestricted

gift

of

at

least

$500.00. It promotes Massanetta’s programs and ministries such
as youth and Bible conferences,
music conferences and marriage
ministries. You can find out more

by

going

to

their

website,

http://massanettasprings.org.

Prayer Ministry
“Blessed is the man who walks
not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sin-
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ners, nor sits in the seat of the
scornful; but his delight is in the
law of the Lord, and in His law he
medicates day and night. Psalm
1:1-2

ing His son, Jesus, to die on the

You know you’re a dad when you

touch, and that we will reach out

realize you’re raising God’s chil-

to those who do not know you as

dren:

a Heavenly Father.

cross for our sins. Pray for our
church members, families with
children, Pastor Seth, Session,
those who need His healing

-You strive to be a man of char-

As the school year comes to a

acter. So you can raise children of

close, pray for our children, par-

character.

ents, and educators as they take

-You say prayers at the bassinet.

time off to relax after a challeng-

Then at the crib. Then at your

ing year, and as they make plans

child’s bed.

for another year of different chal-

-You talk to your kids regularly

lenges in the fall.

about their real Father.

Continue to pray that our Fa-

-You realize your child’s spiritual

ther will grant the leaders of our

condition more than anything

country wisdom to act with truth

will determine the path he/she

and honor.

Blessings,
Becky

takes in life.

-You teach your child the Ten
Commandments, and then live
by them.
-You read the Bible to your children and are proud when your
twelve-year-old

knows

exactly

where to find Deuteronomy.
-You believe your faith starts in

New Trash Guidelines
Due to a new garbage provider,

the home, not in the church.

the trash is now being picked up

-You convince your kids they’re

on Fridays. If you are here for an

significant, because they’re God’s

event during the week, please

children.

make sure that you place the

-Your kids know you will always

garbage in the provided trash

love them.

cans outside in the fenced-in ar-

Quotes from “You Know You’re a
Dad” by Harry H. Harrison, Jr.

ea. The bags cannot be thrown
over the fence.
Thank you for your coopera-

Let us praise God for being
our Heavenly Father, who loves

us unconditionally, and for send-

tion in this matter.

Church Custodian
Jeanie Will
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RAMBLINGS FROM THE REVEREND
Continued from page 1….
The Christian faith is an inher-

that passes understanding and a

Will we look to the future with

hope for the day when God says

hope or fear?

ently future-oriented faith as it

Our future-oriented faith gives

looks forward to God’s blessings

us hope that the best days are yet

that are to come in our own lives

to come in our congregation and

and the life of the Church Univer-

in our world because Jesus is on

sal including the return of Jesus

the way.

Christ to rule on earth, the recrea-

grieve the loss of those who have

tion of the new heavens and new

died

earth as one, and the full reign of

whose spirits have withered in the

the Triune God which brings the

desert of separation from their

fullness of God’s justice, grace, and

families and communities, and

promise.

It is with forward-

those who once were worshipping

oriented faith that we can look

at Cooks Creek who may not rejoin

back and receive instruction from

us.

what has gone before.

We see

selves be overwhelmed to perma-

God’s Word written for us not as a

nent despair, but press on in the

interesting history text but we see

hope of Jesus Christ knowing

it come alive as it is read and pro-

deeply and to our core that the

claimed. We celebrate the Lord’s

future is not in doubt but assured-

Supper not as a historical re-

ly in Christ’s hands.

in

We should certainly
this

pandemic,

those

And yet we do not let our-

enactment of the kind you might

When we stay rooted in the

see at Williamsburg but to remem-

hope of Jesus Christ we will see a

ber and have sealed on our spirits

renewal of ourselves that will lead

the sacrifice of Jesus Christ so that

to a renewal of our community life.

we may look forward in faith to

We will reconnect with many who

tomorrow knowing that Jesus is

haven’t been around in a while and

there. We gather together to wor-

we will meet new brothers and sis-

ship – in person or online – not to

ters in Christ. Former things that

re-live old habits but to give glory

we once enjoyed will fade away

to God anew and see wonderful

and new initiatives that will lead us

examples of Jesus in our midst.

to greater depth and flourishing in

Our future-oriented faith then

God bless,
Seth

“no more” to times of war.

Christ will emerge.

gives us hope on Memorial Day

Jesus does not lead us to the

Weekend and every day to keep in

past. Jesus leads us to the future.

our prayers those who have lost a

The question for us as Cooks Creek

loved one to the violence and

is will we be thankful for what was

tragedy of war no matter how no-

while moving forward?

ble the cause because we know

plant new seeds and be assured

that the Holy Spirit gives a peace

that God will cause the growth?

Will we

Background Checks
We will soon begin conducting background checks for every
person who ministers with children (those under the age of 18)
beginning in June. It will be a very

simple process and one we would
like to handle quickly and efficiently.

We will have details on our

process in next week's email and
on

Sunday

mornings.

The checks will be conducted
by the Virginia State Patrol and the
church will cover the cost. The only information that the check will
return is criminal and sexual abuse

history.

No other information is

obtained. Checks will remain confidential and remain in a locked
cabinet in the main office. Contact
Pastor Seth with any questions,
concerns, etc.

Financial Snapshot
through May 2021
Income: 101,563.00

Expenses: $119,587.00
Thank you to those who have
continued to make tithes and offerings to continue the work at
Cooks Creek.
To learn how you can give
online, on your mobile device,
through the mail, or in-person,
please go to cookscreekchurch.org/give or call the office at
540.867.5117.
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RAMBLINGS FROM THE REVEREND
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A week of tributes to Dad:
To celebrate the special man in your life, use a quote a day the week before Father’s Day, or honor him with
tributes the whole week after. Write one of these (or one of your own) on a card, make a message into a
placemat, tape one to the bathroom mirror — get creative!
Every day of the week is a good day to celebrate his love and show him yours.
“The heart of a father is the masterpiece of nature.” —Antoine F. Prévost
“To the world you are a dad. To our family you are the world.” —Unknown
“The best fathers have the softest, sweetest hearts. In other words, great dads are
real marshmallows.” —Richelle E. Goodrich

“Dad: a son’s first hero, a daughter’s first love.” —Unknown
“A good father is one whose only reason for putting down a laughing baby is to pick up a crying one." —Linda
Poindexter
“My father didn't do anything unusual. He only did what dads are supposed to do — be there.” —Max Lucado
“I love my father as the stars. He’s a bright shining example and a happy twinkling in my heart.” —Terri Guillemets

C O O K S C R E E K P R E S B YT E R I A N C H U R C H

OUTREACH MINISTRY
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT
Beginning Balance April 1, 2021

$18,962.38

DEPOSITS
Individual Contributions

$470.00

Church & Religious Organizations

$499.22

Businesses

$3,425.00

Total Deposits

$4,394.22

DISBURSEMENTS
Bread

$59.40

Hamburger

$474.64

Eggs (reimbursed by Cooks Creek)

$89.00

Food Purchases to fill Bags

$2,116.74

Milk Vouchers (Finder’s Keepers 34 gal. - $119.86 Sharp Shopper 40 gal. - $173.81)
Produce Vouchers (Bananas)

$293.67
$8.84

Liability Insurance

$888.65

Total Disbursements

$3,882.88

Balance as of April 30, 2020

As you can see, the balance is
holding well. There was a large donation from a business, but contributions from individuals and
churches are also good. Giving
monetary donations instead of so
many food items has worked well
during this past year when that was
a necessity, but many have found it
easier to send a check or take up a
collection instead of remembering
to buy items for the pantry or puzzling over what to get. If you find
an especially good buy on an
items(s) we usually use and want to
make that donation, it will be gratefully accepted, but it works well for
us and for the merchants to order
what we need. The annual liability
insurance paid this month is an expense we won't have again until
next spring. In addition to the banana vouchers, in May we're giving
vouchers worth $3.50 each for apples, which will cover the purchase
of a bag or a couple pounds of
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$18,962.38

loose apples of various kinds.
This month the pantry received
two memorial donations, one for
Mr. Bill Gangwer and one for Mrs.
Lola Mohler. Mr. Gangwer was a
contributor and a long-time supporter of the food pantry. I am told
that Mrs. Mohler, who years ago
lived near a busy highway, always
provided food for homeless people
who would knock on her door and
ask for something to eat. We are
especially grateful for any gifts in
memory or in honor of someone
who has shown in the past or continues to show a desire to follow
Jesus' teaching to feed he hungry.
We also appreciate the several hundred pounds of food items given to
the pantry in two separate donations by the Montezuma Church of
the Brethren.
The pantry served 52 families
this month. Approximately 866
pounds of food was given in the
prepacked bags. In addition, each

of these families received two dozen eggs, two pounds of hamburger,
a six-pound block of mozzarella
cheese, and a loaf of bread with
large families receiving two loaves.
We were sorry to learn that an elderly, long-time client who was at
the pantry on Thursday passed
away the next week. A sympathy
card was sent to his family. The
events of this month reminded me
of a quotation by Mother Teresa,
"Never worry about numbers. Help
one person at a time, and always
start with the person nearest you."
We thank Cooks Creek for hosting the pantry this month. The pantry will provide the eggs and an inspirational insert for each family.
We will plan to serve 70 families.

Continued on page 7
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT, CONT
A recent devotional on the theme of love asked,

"What is love?" When several young children were
asked this, their responses showed wisdom beyond
their years. One replied, "Love means everybody has
a family." (Wow! Wouldn't this be a good topic for a
sermon? Think about it.) One of the most tender responses was, "When my grandma got arthritis, she
couldn't bend over and polish her toenails anymore.
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each month feel the love that is expressed in every

can of soup and pound of hamburger in those bags
as well as in the greetings of the volunteers. Those
who delivered groceries this month mentioned the
smiles and gratitude of those who received food.
Love is reciprocal. Bags of food were given, but they
are what made an exchange of love possible. Which
was more important?

Bea

So my grandpa does it for her all the time now, even
when his hands got arthritis too." (Another wise observation by a child.) I trust the folks who come to us

FOOTSTEPS
“Walk a little slower Daddy”
said a child so small,
“I’m following in your footsteps
and I don’t want to fall.
Sometimes your steps are very fast,
sometimes they’re hard to see;
so walk a little slower, Daddy,
for you are leading me.
Someday when I’m all grown up,
you’re what I want to be;
then I will have a little child
who’ll want to follow me.
And I would want to lead just right,
and know that I was true
so walk a little slower, daddy,
for I must follow you.”

C O O K S C R E E K P R E S B YT E R I A N C H U R C H
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IN PERSON PROCEDURES

In-Person Worship Procedures
We are excited to welcome you to in-person worship Sundays at 10:30! The following outlines our expectations for one another.
¨

COVID vaccination status: No one will inquire into your or your family’s vaccination status and there
is no expectation that you will disclose your vaccination status.

¨

Masks: According to CDC and state guidance, vaccinated people are free to not where masks in our
building but it is recommended that people who are not vaccinated or who prefer to wear a mask do
so. Whether you are wearing a mask or not wearing a mask, we will honor your decision and not ask

you to justify your decision.
¨

Social/physical distancing: Social distancing is not expected or required. Please be conscious if others
would like to keep some physical distance and honor their decision.

¨

Sanctuary seating: A section of the north side of the sanctuary will remain as every other row seating.
All other pews will be open for seating.

¨

Sunday School: Sunday School for all ages starts at 9:30. All are welcome! Check with the office or a
Sunday School leader if you have questions or concerns.

¨

Arriving for worship: Our doors open at approximately 9:00 and you are welcome at that time.

¨

Entering the building: The main entrance (glass doors) will be available to enter the building. Greeters
will be there to welcome you in the name of Christ!

¨

Hand sanitizing stations: Automatic and manual hand sanitizing stations have been installed throughout the building and are available for your use.

¨

Singing: Sing loud!

¨

Kids: We love kids! We have a children’s message each Sunday during worship and invite every child to
participate in the full life of our church.

¨

Printed materials: No printed bulletins, hymnals, and materials in the pews will be available. We will
have children’s activity pages available.

¨

Offering plates: Offering plates will be placed outside the sanctuary. You may also get more information on ways to financially give online or on your mobile device at cookscreekchurch.org/give.

¨

Nursery: The nursery is open from 9:20 until the conclusion of worship.

¨

Water: The water fountains are open for your use. Please do not use them as a drain, but please use
the kitchen or restrooms if you need to pour out a beverage.

¨

Food and coffee: There will not be coffee or food served at this time.

¨

Kitchen: The kitchen is open for previously arranged uses.
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CALENDAR AND CELBRATIONS
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June 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Food Pantry 4-6
Courier Deadline

BIRTHDAYS
1 - Mary Ann Brown

2 - Cameron Bocock
3 - Chad Barnett
9 - Brandon Fadeley
10 - Natalie Bocock
David Weaver
11 - Carole Weaver
14 - John Rossheim
15 - Kylie Hughes

Sam Ritchie
18 - Sarah Layman Graf
Beau Switzer
20 - Grant Blosser
Blake Lyons
23 - Norman Smith
24 - Alexis Fadeley
25 - Adam Higgs
Mark Williams
27 - Autumn Barnett

5 - Bob & Patsy Scott
David & Barbara Weaver
6 - David & Susan Price
7 - Dick & Evelyn Travis
13 - Terry & Linda Morris
14 - Gerald & Laura Harper
15 - Sam & Martha Spicher
18 - Nelson & Lois Alexander
19 - Randy & Brenda Moyers
26 - Chad & Dawn Barnett

ANNIVERSARIES

Braeden Wallace

16 - Nancy Myers

27 - Don & Nancy Myers
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