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Ramblings from the Reverend…. 

   
   From Turner Ashby High School: 
 Ericka Browning 
 Sara Dolack 
 Bret Heatwole 
 Madison Swope 
    From Rocky Mount Academy: 
 Claire Brittle 
    Our College Graduates: 
 Abby Cleaver - Radford University (Doctor of Physical Therapy) 
 Jodi Cleaver - Christopher Newport University 
 Adriana Keech - School of The Art Institute of Chicago 
 Morgan Phillips—James Madison University 
  
  

  
  

     The events that are shaping our lives continue to change rapidly.  Charting our 
course in a monthly newsletter article is too broad of a timespan.  What we write at 
the end of May probably won’t hold a lot of newsworthy information by the end of 
June.  Please continue to look for my weekly update emails.  If you do not receive 
them, please check your spam folder.  If you are not signed up to receive them or 
need assistance, please contact the office.  Our weekly updates also appear at the 
top of our website: cookscreekchurch.org.   

Continued on page 4 



Caroline Stilwell - Bruce 
& Carole’s daughter-in-
law 
 

    Dates to Remember: 
 3, 10, 17, 24 - Bible Study at 7:00 pm 

 25 - Food Pantry 4:00-6:00 pm 

   

Prayer Corner 
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 Acolytes Hospitality Liturgist 
Sunday School 

Care 
Nursery 

Care 
Preschool 

Care 

          
7 Hollis Switzer Linda Smith Collin Wallace 

Karen & 
Rick Moats 

Dianne Brown 
& Jennifer 

Fadeley 
Autumn & 

Hunter Barnett 

14 Layton Scott Michell Bridges Karen Moats 
Pam Bocock & 
Adonica Miller 

Phyllis Simmons 
& 

Jana Miller 

Rachel Switzer 
& 

Kathy Lyons 

21 Elaina Garrison Beth Phillips Terry Morris 

Whitney Eberly 
& 

Kathy Lyons 

Ashley Hughes 
& 

Becky Pierce 
Natalie & 

Brian Bocock 

28 Kylee Hughes 
Donna Kay 

Ritchie Braeden Wallace 

Kathy Lyons & 
Laura Ann  
Leftwich 

Lee Anne & 
Donald Biller 

Kathy Lyons & 
Lynn McNulty 

 

Volunteers this Month 

Greeter/Elder on Call:  
Terry Morris: 540-568-8448 
Don Myers: 540-437-8939 
Usher:  
Bus Driver: Tom Frye 

Class of 2020 
Dianne Brown 
Mary Etta Cornett 
Phyllis Simmons 
Dick Travis 
Karen Moats 
 

Class of 2021 
Chad Barnett 
Tom Bocock 
Bob Scott 
Adonica Miller 
Don Myers 
 

Class of 2022 
Mark Williams 
Terry Morris 
Jim Suter 
Brad Miller 
Becky Pierce 

Session 



 
Worship Team 

     Greetings to all from the Worship 
Team. We trust that each of you are 
doing well during this period of un-
certainty.  Since early March we have 
been dealing with the COVID-19 
outbreak and as a result new forms 
of worship and opportunities for 
service have arisen. We wish to 
thank each of you for your participa-
tion in the online sermons, prayer 
gatherings, Bible studies, etc. 
     Pastor Seth has utilized our CCPC 
website to provide online sermons, 
personal worship materials, weekly 
devotionals and updates. One won-
derful result from our online ser-
mons has been the opportunity for 
various members of our congrega-
tion to take part in elements of our 
worship service. It is refreshing to 
see our members preparing their 
videos in their own homes and sur-
roundings. 
     The drive-through communion 
service has been most appreciated 
by many of our members and we 
plan for it continue while we are 
separated.  May the Lord continue 
to bless each of you and keep you 
safe and well.  We look forward to 
the time that we can again worship 
together. 

Prayer Ministry 

“Now therefore, let it please You to 
bless the house of Your servant that 
it may continue before You forever.” 

2 Samuel 7:29a 
      Recently I was inspired while 
watching a sermon on TV based on 
2 Samuel 7:18-29.  King David went 
in and sat before the Lord; and he 

said: “Who am I, O Lord God? And 
what is my house, that You have 
brought me this far?”   
     Just like King David, the Lord 
wants us to pray, listen, and be will-
ing to follow His plan for our lives. 
This may require change!  I want to 
share 10 awesome promises that 
God makes to us when we submit 
our wills to Him.  God promises to: 
1) walk with us, 2) guide us with His 
eye, 3) listen to us, relationships with 
God are personal, 4) encourage us, 
5) empower us with the Holy Spirit, 
He puts heaven and earth behind us 
to make it happen, 6) provides for 
us, only the best for His children, 7) 
protects us, 8) forgives us, 9) loves 
us unconditionally, and 10) secures 
for us eternity with Him.  Source: In 
Touch Ministries 
     May the Lord bless you as you 
serve Him.  Continue to pray for the 
Prayer Ministry for our children, 
youth and college students, that 
they may seek and know God’s plan 
for their lives.  Also, remember to 
pray for the members of CCPC, Pas-
tor Seth as he leads us, our country 
(people and leaders), and the world.  
As we go through another phase of 
this pandemic, continue to pray the 
Lord’s guidance for our churches to 
open the doors to God’s people, 
those in the medical field and the 
first responders.  God hears all of 
our prayers so we can praise Him for 
the promises he has given to His 
children. “…for You, O Lord God, 
have spoken it, and with Your bless-
ings let the house of Your servant be 
blessed forever.” 2Samuel 7:29b 

In Christ, 
Becky Pierce 

             Golden Fellowship 

     Due to these uncertain times, and 
the current inability to meet togeth-
er, Session has decided to postpone 
all Golden Fellowship events until 
further notice. This is hard for all of 
us because we miss our church fami-
ly. But our best gift to each other is 
to practice social distancing. In the 
mean time, remember to reach out 
to each other with cards, letters, and 
phone calls.  

Golden Fellowship Team 

Congratulations! 

     Christian and Erin Frye were hap-
py to welcome Anna Catherine into 
their home on Wednesday, May 6th!     
Anna weighed 6 pounds and 15 
ounces. Also welcoming her is big 
sister Madison Frye. Proud grand-
parents are Tom and Gail Frye 
and Mark and Catherine 

C h a p m a n 
and great-

g r a n d m o t h e r , 
Lois Frye. We celebrate 

this blessed event with you! 

Address Announcement 

     Bill and Becky Pierce will be using 
their Bridgewater address as their 
main address. 105 Millview Drive, 
Bridgewater, VA  22812 

Birthday 

     Monday, June 1st, is Mary Ann 
Brown’s birthday! She would certain-
ly enjoy hearing from her church 
family by card or phone. Her address  
and phone number are listed on 
page 7.  
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Ramblings from  
the Reverend 

 (Continued from Page 1)   
     We should not let this time of 
uncertainty prevent us from con-
tinuing to transform into the per-
son God the Father through Jesus 
Christ by the power of the Holy 
Spirit is shaping us to be.  Now is a 
great time to study the Word of 
God in a way perhaps you have 
not done before.  You could en-
gage in a character study by focus-
ing your reading on a person in 

the Bible.  I have adapted and ex-
panded on the table below by Dr. 
J. Robert Clinton, the mentor of my 
mentor.  This table has a leader-
ship focus… remember, at its core, 
leadership is influence.  And you 
have influence!  Your words and 
actions influence your partner, 
your family, your neighborhood, 
your friends, and your social media 
friends.  To start your study, simply 
read about the person using the 
passages listed below and reflect 
on the course of their life and the 

lessons they learn.  Knowing the 
depth of every word isn’t as im-
portant as getting a scope of the 
person’s life, so read like you 
would read a novel and don’t get 
bogged down by not knowing 
every place and name or dwelling 
too much on each verse.  So, 
prayerfully pick a leader below (or 
another that God places on your 
heart) and give it a try!  The church 
needs each of these kinds of lead-
ers!   

Leader Scripture Kind of Leader Notes 

Joshua Book of Joshua 
Courageous Leader – breaking 

new ground for God while 
facing big obstacles 

God promises to be with him if 
he obeys God’s word in his 

leadership (1:8-9).  Reflects on 
God’s faithfulness (23:14) 

David 
1 Samuel 16 – 1 Kings 2 

(including 2 Samuel) 
Worship Leader – demonstrat-

ing closeness with God 
He is called a person after 

God’s own heart 

Ruth Book of Ruth 
Faithful Leader – demonstrates 
loyalty and fidelity to family and 

kin 

Ruth navigates disaster and 
everyday challenges with a 

deep character and closeness 
to the will of God 

Jeremiah Book of Jeremiah 
Catalytic Leader – challenging 

the status quo to move toward 
God 

Forthright truth teller though it 
was a costly ministry.  He was 
courageous and true to God’s 

Word 

Daniel Book of Daniel 
Stabilizing Leader – modeling 
consistency in the midst of 

oppressive times 

He brough hope by his con-
sistent living, hunger for God’s 
revelation and broadening per-
spective on what God was go-

ing to do 

Ezra Book of Ezra 
Impact Leader – a public speak-
er whose ministry in the Word 

changed lives 

He applied the Word to a situ-
ation that needed it.  Note Ezra 

7:10. 

Jesus Pick a Gospel :) 
Authoritative Leader – his 

Word-centered ministry was 
backed by God’s authority 

No one integrated the Word 
of God into every facet of life 

like Jesus 
  

Peter Acts 1 – 15 
Evangelistic Leader – opened 

doors for Jews and Gentiles to 
come into the kingdom 

Look at how Peter uses his 
understanding of his calling to 

reach others 

Paul Acts 15 -28 
Pioneer Leader – able to take 
the Gospel into new situations 

and break open new works 

His desire was to reach those 
never before reached and start 
new works that could survive 
in those new environments 

When you’re ready, contact me, and I’ll help you take the next step in your character study.  Prayers and blessings as 
we continue to become more Christ-like! 



 Roberta Webb Child Care Center is an organization that Cooks Creek has greatly supported over the years, not 
only monetarily but with board members as well. RWCCC is an affordable, licensed child care facility in a safe and 
nurturing environment for children ages 0 - 5. Fees are based on a sliding scale and grants and donations cover 
the difference between operating costs and parent fees. If you are interested in participating in this event to help 
a worthy cause, you can go to the link provided or speak to Ken McNulty who is currently serving on the Board. 
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 THE ROBERTA WEBB CHILD CARE CENTER  
PRESENTS….. 

 

OUR 2ND ANNUAL VIRTUAL 

PANDA WALK WEEK!!! 
 

Celebrate our 25th Anniverary! 
Participate in this Fun Family Activity! 

 

June 7 - June 13, 2020 
 

RESISTER TO WALK TODAY! 

Httos://rwcccvirtualpandawalkweek.eventbrite.com 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

540-434-8699 
development@robertawebbccc.org 



 
A WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHILDREN 

                                                                From Compassion International 
THANK YOU SO MUCH for joining us in praying for families this week. Around the world, moms and dads are strug-
gling with how to provide a happy, healthy home in a time of fear and disruptions. Let’s pray together for families, 

both in our own neighborhoods and around the world.  

1) Pray for families who are struggling financially. Pray that parents who have lost their jobs will not grow discour-
aged and will find hope. Pray that God will reveal ways you can minister to families in your own community who 
have lost jobs and livelihoods during this time.  

2) Pray against tension and anger in homes. Pray that God would fill each room with His peace, and that harsh 
words will be traded for kind ones.  

3) Pray for families in poverty. A global crisis like this one hits these families especially hard. Pray that they will be 
able to find resources and help in this time. If you sponsor a child with Compassion, will you take a moment to 
pray for his or her family?  

4) Pray for guidance for moms and dads and other caregivers. Pray that as they help their children navigate this 
time, they will have wisdom. Pray for them as they help with schoolwork, as they channel energy and soothe any 
fears.  

5) Pray for emotional healing for families. Pray for old wounds that have been reopened in this difficult season. Pray 
also for physical healing for families who are suffering from illness. Pray specifically for a family in your life who 
needs the work of the Great Physician.  

6) Pray for protection for the families in your life. Pray that moms and dads who are working outside of the home 
will be protected. Pray especially for parents you know who are first responders and are on the front lines of this 
fight.  

7) Praise God for family togetherness. While this season feels so hard, there are good, beautiful things happening. 
Look for those things in your own family, and praise God for ways He is bringing people together.  

Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone.  
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  

–Colossians 3:13, NIV 
Compassion.com/CovidPrayers 
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT 

     What can I say about this report 
except praise to God for His contin-
ued support through the gifts of the 
people in this community!  The bal-
ance does not include at least $2,900 
that has been received but not yet 
deposited.  Of this amount not yet 
deposited, $2,000 is the amount we 
received as a grant from The Com-
munity Foundation.  The liability in-
surance and the state registration are 
annual fees and will not be an ex-
pense again for a year.  We expected 
a large bill for food to pack the bags 
because we had very few donated 
items since the churches have been 
closed.  Some of the individual con-
tributions this month were made by 
people who received their govern-
ment stimulus deposits and said they 
were giving this money, that they 
really didn't need, to several charities 
that were helping those who had a 
need for food and shelter.  The milk 
bill payment that appears in the re-
port is always for the preceding 
month, so the amount above was for 

the milk people received in March.  If 
you remember, in March we served 
77 households, but this month, April, 
strangely enough, we served only 65 
families.  Only five of those were 
there for the first time.  We had 
planned for 90 because so many are 
not working now or have had their 
hours cut.  However, we did give 
emergency bags to 7 families.  Two 
of these were to ladies who had 
worked at Wood Grille, which is now 
closed.  One had five in her family 
and the other had seven.We are con-
tinuing to give the same amount of 
food and appreciate special dona-
tions.  We thank Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Showalter, who gave enough pota-
toes for the larger families to have a 
four-pound bag. 
    It's interesting that of the 65 fami-
lies, 27 have only one or two in the 
household.  These are elderly people 
living on very small disability or So-
cial Security benefits and most have 
severe health problems.  Twenty of 
the 65 have five or more in the fami-

ly.  (We were surprised that one fami-
ly with 10 children who always comes 
did not come this month.)  Eighteen 
of the 65 families have three or four 
in the household.  Some in this last 
group are elderly and in poor health, 
but a number have such low-paying 
jobs that they have difficulty sup-
porting their small families.  All of 
these people need and appreciate 
our help.  WRFP has been in exist-
ence 11 years, and we often take for 
granted that people in our area know 
about us. But thinking that there may 
be some who have had jobs in the 
past and didn't need to go to a pan-
try and so didn't pay attention to 
where food pantries are, we are put-
ting fliers in the small country stores 
and auto repair shops, etc., in our 
area west of Harrisonburg.  Thank 
you to Sharon Showalter for this idea 
and for delivering them and to Elaine 
McDorman for adding eye appeal to 
an information sheet about our pan-
try.        

Continued on next page 

Beginning Balance April 1, 2020 $14,656.95 

DEPOSITS  

     Individual Contributions $4825.00 

     Church & Religious Organizations  $772.50 

Total Deposits $7,697.50 

DISBURSEMENTS  

     Bread $89.10 

     Food Purchases to fill Bags  $3,045.29 

     Milk Vouchers (Finder’s Keepers 108 gal. - $356.92  Sharp Shoppe 32 gal - $119.59) $476.51 

     Annual Liability Insurance $858.00 

Balance as of February 29, 2020 $17,031.25 

     Businesses $2100.00 

     Hamburger $538.80 

     Eggs (Reimbursed by Cooks Creek) $265.50 

     Annual Registration - State of Virginia $50.00 

Total Disbursements $5,323.20 
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT, CONT. 
     Although the rain was some-
what of a hindrance, the drive-thru 
distribution worked well, thanks to 
the crew who covered the wagons 
with plastic and carried on with 
nary a complaint. We thank all the 
hearty folks from Cooks Creek who 
hosted the pantry in April.  And we 
thank Peggy Rhodes who made 
masks so that volunteers who 
needed them would have them.  
We will be glad when we can re-
sume complete registrations so 
that we will have the necessary in-
formation about their households.  
And we miss being able to talk to 
the people. 
     The Community Foundation has 
offered two rounds of grants so far 
to assist nonprofits who are work-
ing with those in the community 
who need food and shelter.  The 
WRFP Board decided not to apply 
for the next round, which will be 
awarded next week.  Our number 
was down and we have more mon-
ey in the treasury than we have ev-
er had.  God has been faithful in 
supplying what we need, and we 
trust that He will continue to meet 
our needs.  There are other pantries 
that are larger than ours and serve 
many more people.  When I told 
the representative from the foun-
dation that we would not apply this 
time and why, she said that our 
name would still be on the list and 
we would be notified when the 
next round of grants is offered.  We 
are so grateful that our community 
at large has this Community Foun-
dation and that businesses and in-
dividuals fund this special grant 
program to help those who lack 

food and shelter. 
     We don't know what the condi-
tions will be this next month, but as 
of now, we are planning to serve 90 
families and to continue with the 
drive-thru distribution.  We will not 
bring food items to the churches 
again this month, so we ask that 
people continue to send monetary 
donations to the pantry by making 
checks payable to West Rocking-
ham Food Pantry and mailing them 
to West Rockingham Food Pantry, 
4222 Mt. Clinton Pike, Rockingham, 
VA 22802.  Mt. Clinton Mennonite 
Church will host the distribution on 
Thursday, May 28.  They will pro-
vide a dozen eggs and an inspira-
tional insert for each family. 
     It's easy in times of crisis to 
dwell on the negative and to let 
uncertainty almost paralyze rational 
thinking and action.  But do you 
remember how Mr. Rogers quoted 
his mother?  When he was a child, 
she told him that when there was 
trouble to always look for the help-
ers.  And although the last several 
weeks we have seen some grisly, 
horrible sights of what the virus is 
causing in highly populated areas 
such as New York, we have also 
seen how miraculously God has 
worked through people to provide 
help in both big ways and small.  A 
number of celebrities with a lot of 
money have given millions of dol-
lars to help others.  Children have 
given what they have from their 
piggy banks to be part of making a 
difference. Doctors and nurses have 
applauded and encouraged pa-
tients who struggled for weeks with 
this disease as they left the hospital 

well on the road to recovery. So 
many have made gestures of en-
couragement to those working in 
hospitals as they have at our own 
Sentara RMH by just being there in 
a group of cars flashing lights to let 
them know that they are not for-
gotten.  Proverbs 16:24 says, 
"Pleasant" (gracious words, encour-
aging words)"are sweetness to the 
soul and health to the bones."  We 
are fearful about what the future 
holds for our personal health and 
for our public health, for our per-
sonal finances and for the economy 
of our community, state, country, 
and even of the global economy 
because they are all so intertwined.  
We can take heart and be encour-
aged ourselves when we do some-
thing to encourage others when 
they are suffering.  Someone said 
that socially distancing doesn't 
have to make us socially distant.  A 
note or an email just saying, "I'm 
thinking about you and hope you 
are okay," can be a lifesaver for a 
person who may be alone and be-
ginning to wrestle with depression.  
God brings us encouragement 
through scripture and through the 
kindness of others.  May we also be 
strengthened by offering encour-
agement to those He has placed in 
our lives.    

Bea 
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Food Pantry 4-6 

    
   1 - Mary Ann Brown 

   2 - Cameron Bocock 
         Braeden Wallace 
   3 - Chad Barnett 
   9 - Brandon Fadeley 
 10 - David Weaver 
 11 - Carole Weaver 
 14 - John Rossheim 
 15 - Kylee Hughes 
 16 - Nancy Myers 
         Sam Ritchie 
  18 - Beau Switzer 

  20 - Grant Blosser 
          Blake Lyons 
  23 - Norman Smith 
  24 - Alexis Fadeley 
  25 - Adam Higgs 
  27 - Autumn Barnett 
           
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS   

Session @  
6:30 pm 

Courier 
deadline 

Bible Study 
7 pm 

Bible Study 
7 pm 

Bible Study 
7 pm 

   
  5 - Bob & Patsy Scott 
       David & Barbara Weaver 
  6 - David & Susan Price  
  7 - Dick & Evelyn Travis 
13 - Terry & Linda Morris 

14 - Gerald & Laura Harper 
15 - Sam & Martha Spicher 
18 - Nelson & Lois Alexander 
19 - Randy & Brenda Moyers 
26 - Chad & Dawn Barnett 
27 - Don & Nancy Myers 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Bible Study 
7 pm 


