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Upcoming Preachers: 
 

February 2 ~ Larry Hogan 

February 9 ~ Gerald Harper 

February 16 ~ Bill Reinhold 

February 23 ~ Brent Showalter 

Have you been wondering how to share some love?  Let’s Blanket 
the world with LOVE!!  CWS donors and congregations provide 
thousands of CWS blankets and kits each year. The blankets and 
kits can be a vital resource for someone needing a little support, 
warmth and encouragement.  During the month of February, we will 
be collecting for the Church World Service Blankets+ Program.   
$10 buys a blanket, and the “+” buys hygiene kits, baby kits, and 
emergency cleanup buckets. 
As has been the tradition at Cooks Creek, we encourage you to 
make a donation in honor or memory of someone.  Names will be 
displayed in an upcoming Newsletter.  Please consider a gift and 
thank you for helping to provide blankets to people in need.  If you 
have any questions you may contact Beth Phillips                            
@ egbphillips1@gmail.com. 

• One-time gifts may be made on-line through the “Give” tab on our Cooks Creek website or by 
check to Cooks Creek.   Please put “Blanket Fund” in the memo line. 

• Please provide your honoree information to Sherry in the church office or Beth as noted above. 

• You can also visit the display table leading to the sanctuary to give and add a heart to our love 
blanket. 

"And when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God." – 2 Corinthians 9:11  



Church Information 
 

Staff 

Part Time Interim Pastor:  Bill Reinhold 

Office Administrator:  Sherry Stroop 

Organist:  Teresa Simmers 

Music Director:  Adrienne Whiteside 

 

Session 

Clerk of Session: Mark Williams 

Administration & Property: Tim Higgs, Tom May, Brad Miller  

Worship & Education: Kate Dudley, Charlie Newman, Beth Phillips 

Congregation & Community Care: Larry Hogan, Nancy Miller, Fran 

Smith  

  

Church Contacts 

Youth Advisor: Becky Pierce 

Cemetery: Brad Miller    

The Sunshine Gang: Craig & Nancy Miller, Bob & Patsy Scott 

Sanctuary Decorations: Jana Miller 

Historian: Nancy Myers 

 

         Elders On Call for February:   
 

           Fran Smith (540) 421-0837   

                   Larry Hogan (910) 429-5707  
 

      If you have an urgent need please call an Elder On Call. 

We are also thankful for those 
who faithfully watch online  

and listen via telephone. 

Church Information 

January Attendance 

 SS  Worship 

5 24 61 

12 21 69 

19 Snow  

26 26 83 

On January 26th the Youth collected $137.71 for the  

4 Cents A Meal Offering.  The Presbytery receives 75% 

of the offering for their food ministry and the Session 

authorizes 25% of the offering for a food ministry. 
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CCPC is  seeking a Nursery Coordinator.  We are looking 
for a kind, helpful, responsible person to provide a loving, 
caring environment for our youngest members and their 
families on Sunday mornings.  Hours are on Sunday 
mornings from 9:00am-12noon.  If you or someone you 
know is interested in this position, please contact Brenda 
Moyers at 540-820-4722. 
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Thank you for giving to the 

Christmas Joy Offering!   

The total collected was 

$383.17.   

 

In January CCPS used budgeted 

funds to support Our Community 

Place. Their mission is to build a 

safe, loving community of restora-

tion and hope for all, especially 

those facing homelessness and other 

adverse experiences.  Their vision is 

to be a community of hope that 

breaks down barriers and creates a 

safe, empowering environment 

where people can achieve their life 

goals, including joy, positive rela-

tionships, affordable housing, and 

sustainable work.   

CCPC is participating in a national event called Coldest 
Night of the Year (CNOY).  Each locality benefits a different 
non-profit; the one in Harrisonburg is benefiting Open 
Doors.  It’s merely a walk to bring awareness to homeless-
ness and raise funds.                                                           

Details: The walk will be Saturday, February 22 at Rockingham County Fairgrounds                                                      
- 2k or 5k walk (about 1 or 3 miles). 

• 4 PM - Registration 
• 5 PM - Walk starts 
• 6 PM - Light meal-snacks 
• 7 PM - Head home  

Thank you!  Harrisonburg VPAS would like to 

thank Cooks Creek Presbyterian Church for the 

congregation's generous donation to support the 

Soups, Socks and Sunshine Drive for our elderly 

in the community.  It will brighten and provide 

warmth to their lives!   

~Valley Program for Aging Seniors  

Please consider joining or supporting our  

team by registering and/or donating at                

cnoy.com/location/harrisonburg   

See Adonica for information. 

What a journey the past six months have been…from not being able to hold a toothbrush or 
pen in August to falling over our dog and shattering my elbow in September to surgery in 
October to not being able to walk without assistance and eventually a walker in November 
to increasing all-over weakness in December and eventually to a diagnosis of ALS (Lou 
Gehrig’s Disease) in January.  Throughout all of this, you, the Cooks Creek family and 
friends, have blessed me with beautiful cards and messages, flowers, offers of food, but 
most importantly, your prayers and support.  Thank you.  Although ALS is not what anyone 
would ever ask for, I know that this is God’s plan and He will use this for good to someone 
in some way.  Please know that I appreciate all that you have done and I ask that you con-
tinue your prayers for me and especially my family as this journey continues.        

Blessings to each of you.                                                                                                              
~ Evelyn Travis 

Church & Mission Information 

https://cnoy.com/location/harrisonburg


 
 

Hey Cooks Crickers! 
 
The Sunshine Gang is havin’ a bodacious git-together Sat’day, Feb’uary 8, fer dinner 
(you flatlanders call it “lunch”) at 12 o’clock in that big meetin’ room at the church. And 
guess what! That feller, John Rose, lives right here in the ‘burg, and he’s gonna be there 
to tell us how he got started (and keeps his job) givin’ life to me an’ Loweezy, Lukey an’ 
Elviney, the young’uns Jughaid and Tater, and all the other Hootin’ Holler folks. He 
might even draw us a picture or two. He’s a real nice man, interstin,’ smart, and talented. 
And we’re gonna have us some of the best possum pizza you ever ate! Loweezy and 
Elviney will throw together a salad, and we’ll try to talk Granny into makin’ some of her 
special bread. I hear them Cooks Crick ladies are great cooks. Maybe some of ‘em will 
bring dessert. We all love that sweet stuff!  
 
Y’all come now. 
Snuffy Smith 
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Church News 

Sunday, February 9 - Youth will provide 
a  Children's Valentine Craft after the Message for 
Young Disciples.  We will meet in a classroom on 
the 2

nd
 floor.  Parents can pick up their child at the 

end of worship in the Preschool hallway. A snack 
of muffins and apple juice will be provided  

Sunday, February 16 - Youth will collect the 4 
Cents A Meal offering and hand out bulletins. 

Sunday, February 23 - The youth will have lunch 
out and visit VMRC. 

 
Cooks Creek Children’s Choir! All children from 1st - 5th grade 
are welcome to join us at 9:00 am, 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month.  
 
Open call for ringers and singers! Anyone from 6th grade through 
adulthood is welcome to join the Chancel Choir or the Cooks Creek 
Ringers. No experience or musical knowledge is necessary! Please 
consider joining one of our musical groups. They are fun, a great op-
portunity for fellowship, and play an important role in worship. 
    - Chancel Choir rehearses directly after worship:  
 Sundays, 11:30-12:30 
    - Bell Choir rehearses biweekly  
 on 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 9:00 am. 



Please be in prayer for these folks: 

• Evelyn Travis—recently diagnosed with ALS 

• Dick Travis 

• Tom May 

• Don Hopson 

• Roy Swope 

• Norman Smith 

• Jean Ratcliff 

• Jimmy Miller 

 

• Jimmy Brown—non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 

(Becky Pierce’s brother) 

• Lynn America—cancer has returned 

• Johnathan Hasler   

• Gary Shell & Family—He is battling melano-

ma in the lung 

• Wanda Ritchie                         

• Aaron Evans  

Prayer Requests? 
   If anyone in the congregation has any prayer concerns or needs  

please contact Phyllis Simmons  at pmsimmons4041@comcast.net 

 540-867-5238 or 540-830-4244  

Prayer Ministry 
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What Valentine Can I Give Him? 
 

What can I give to Jesus 
On this special Valentine's Day? 
How can I tell Him I'll love Him, 

And follow Him, come what may? 
 

How can I show I need Him? 
Should I send a red heart, with lace? 

How can I thank Him enough 
For his sacrifice, love and grace? 

 

What Valentine can I give Him, 
My adoration to impart? 

I'll give to Him what He wants most; 
I'll yield to Him my heart.  

By Joanna Fuchs 

Poemsource.com 

mailto:pmsimmons4041@comcast.net


Outreach Ministry 
 

Keeping in Touch with Members and Friends 
 

One of our most important ministries is to love and care  
for one another.  All of us can participate in this by  

reaching out with phone calls, cards, visits and prayer.  

Lois Alexander 

1401 Virginia Avenue 

Crestwood, Cedar Room 101 

Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

Phone: 540-564-3574 

Birthday: April 1 

 

Dennis Early 

Bridgewater Retirement Community 

302 N. 2nd Street 

Bridgewater, VA 22812 

Birthday: February 2 

 

Evelyn & Jimmy Miller 

1401 Virginia Avenue 

Crestwood, Hickory Apt. 303 

Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

Phone: 540-564-6527 

Birthdays:  

Jimmy—May 31 

Evelyn—April 24 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry Miller 

4463 Mt. Clinton Pike 

Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

Phone: 540-908-8316 

Email: millerhome-

stead@comcast.net 

Birthday: July 30 

 

Carolyn Pence 

c/o Ann Carol Pence 

2633 Partridge Trail 

Duluth, GA 30097 

Birthday: December 23 

 

Wanda Ritchie 

68 Cooks Creek Road 

Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

Phone 540-434-1944 

Birthday: January 19 

 

Pam Sonner 

229 Emerson Lane 

Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

Phone: 540-217-0805 

Birthday: March 20 

 

Eddy Wampler 

Bridgewater Retirement Community 

302 N. 2nd Street - Room 237 

Bridgewater, VA 22812 

Phone: 540-383-5653 

Birthday: September 15 

 

Helen Suter 

English Meadows 

3607 Stone Spring Road 

Rockingham, VA  22801 

Phone: 540-214-6175 

Birthday: August 25 

 

Norman Smith 

3935 Sunnyside Drive, #227 

Sunnyside Retirement Community 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

Birthday:  June 23 

 

Roy Swope 

4157 Swope Rd. 

Dayton, VA  22821 

Phone:  540-480-9538 

Birthday:  May 13 
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"Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.”  

John 13:34  



Food Pantry Report 

During the final months’ distributions of 2024, the volume of food distributed 
and the number of households being served by WRFP continued to trend 
upward.  Our new guests are, in many instances, from larger house-
holds.  This distinction is relevant, for future planning purposes, because the 
number of items guests are welcome to choose, from the pantry, is based 
upon the number of individuals living in their household.  
  
Currently, households with 1-2 individuals are welcome to choose up to 12 
non-perishable pantry items.  Households with 3 individuals choose up to 18 
non-perishable pantry items.  Households with 4 individuals choose up to 24 

non-perishable items.  Households with 5 individuals choose up to 30 non-perishable items.  House-
holds with 6 or more individuals choose up to 36 non-perishable items. 
  
In addition to self-selecting the designated number of non-perishable pantry items, each month WRFP 
guests have been offered frozen protein of various types, one dozen fresh eggs, one loaf of bread and 
vouchers for bananas, apples and one gallon of milk to be redeemed at Sharp Shopper.  Every month 
during 2024, WRFP provided each household with a package of toilet tissue containing 12 rolls. 
  
Notwithstanding the increased number of households being served, the actual out-of-pocket expenses 
for operating WRFP decreased dramatically during 2024. Excluding the costs of redeemed vouchers for 
milk and produce and for the costs of toilet tissue (which have remained consistent since those services 
began), the purchasing cost of food was $37,000 less in 2024 than the purchasing cost in 2023.  That 
decrease is significant and occurred because of the partnership established, early in 2024, with the Blue 
Ridge Area Food Bank. 
  
The timing of establishing that fiscally-beneficial partnership could not have been more perfect. While 
expenses for WRFP dramatically decreased by $37,000 in 2024, financial contributions to WRFP also 
dramatically decreased.  Total income in 2024 was nearly $29,000 less than in 2023.  We will continue 
to be fiscally prudent and responsible but must seek expanded fiscal resources and welcome input for 
possibilities. 
  
Like many long-established service organizations, WRFP and its guests benefit from a core group of 
dedicated, hard-working volunteers who each fulfill a vital role in ensuring that WRFP is able to continue 
serving residents in western Rockingham County.  Many of these volunteers have worked during every 
single distribution.  This work is rewarding, physically demanding and must occur in rain, wind, sun-
shine, snow, dark and daylight but it is absolutely essential.  WRFP needs volunteers on the fourth 
Thursday from January to October and on the third Thursday in November and December.  If you are 
able and willing to serve, maybe even several times a year, please be in contact – your help is needed! 
  
November 21, 2024 distribution: 
82 households were served 
More than 2700 pounds of non-perishable food was distributed 
In addition to the non-perishable foods, each household was offered a frozen turkey roast and frozen 
ground beef 
Each household received vouchers for milk, bananas and apples to be redeemed at Sharp Shopper 
Each household received a dozen eggs, a loaf of bread and a 12 roll package of toilet tissue 
  
December 19, 2024 distribution: 
96 households were served 
More than 2900 pounds of non-perishable food was distributed 
In addition to the non-perishable foods, each household was offered two pounds of hamburger 
Each household received vouchers for milk, bananas and apples to be redeemed at Sharp Shopper 
Each household received a dozen eggs, a loaf of bread and a 12 roll package of toilet tissue 
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Calendar and Celebrations 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
   

 

 

  1 

 

2 

Children’s Choir 9 am 

 

Communion 

3 4 

 

5 

 
6 

 
7 

 

 

8 

Bodacious  

Git-together 

dinner 

12 noon 
9 

Bell Choir 9 am 

Youth 
Children’s  

Valentine Craft  

10 
 

 

11 

 
12 

 
13 

 

Church  

Office  

Closed 

14 15 

16 

Children’s Choir 9 am 

 
4 Cents A Meal 

Offering 

17 

 

Church  

Office  

Closed 

18 
 

March 

Courier  

Deadline 

19 20 

 

 

21 

 

 

22 

CNOY  

CCPC Walk 

4 pm 

23 

Bell Choir 9 am 

 

Youth Lunch &  

Visit VMRC 

24 

Session 

Meeting 

6:30 pm 

25 26 27 

 

Food Pantry  

3:30-6 pm 

28 

 

 

 

                                                         9 

14 - Christian & Erin Frye 

25 - Ryan & Natasha Blosser 

 1  -  Everett Eberly 

 2  -  Dennis Early 

        Anne Finlayson 

        Justin Showalter 

 3 -  Donald Biller 

12 - Paul Eberly 

14 - Jennifer Fadeley 

15 - Brenda Moyers 

18 - Chase Dudley 

19 - Randy Burkholder 

20 - Barret Dalrymple 

23 - Kevin Bocock 

        Derek Miller 

24 - Morgan Phillips 

27 - Bob Scott 

28 - Karen Moats 

Blanket+ Fund Collection throughout February 


