
Devotional        Revelation 3:14-22: Laodicea       September 12, 2021 
 
Monday 
Read Revelation 3:14-22 
 
We’ve been starting our study of each of the seven churches in Revelation with a series of 
questions to help our comprehension of each passage.  The church at Laodicea has items 
for six of the seven of the following (and is the only one that does not receive the element 
it is missing).  Knowing these answers will get you more familiar with the passage: 
 
1.  What is the description of Christ given to the Church at Pergamum? 
 
 
 
2.  What is the commendation (the good job!) to the church? 
 
 
 
 
3.  What is the rebuke (do better!) given to the church? 
 
 
 
 
4.  What is the solution to the problem that led to the rebuke? 
 
 
 
5.  What are the consequences for disobedience? 
 
 
 
6.  What is the promise for those who conquer? 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 
Read Revelation 3:14–22 
 
Have you ever been eager to be refreshed?  Something as simple as a cool glass of water 
or bigger like a restful vacation?  I think just about all of us have been eager to be 
refreshed in the past 18 months and then seen those opportunities for refreshment slip 
away.   
 
Laodicea was not known for having refreshing water.  Laodicea’s water supply had to be 
provided from a distant source through pipes. The resulting water was lukewarm and not 
a nice temperature for drinking. By contrast, the neighboring town of Hierapolis had 
medicinal hot springs, and neighboring Colossae was supplied by a cold mountain stream.  
If you’ve ever been to a good hot spring or a nice, cold mountain stream, you know how 
much better they are than lukewarm water that’s been carried through pipes for miles.  
Lukewarm water carried through ancient pipes sounds awful. 
 
Just like the spiritual life of the Laodiceans.  Their faith and what they do with their faith 
(their works) are neither hot nor cold.  They are lukewarm and so Jesus says that he will 
spit them out of his mouth – that is, not accept them into his Kingdom.  Their spiritual life 
is neither hot and soothing like a hot spring or cold and refreshing like a mountain 
stream.  It is lukewarm and bland.   
 
What are characteristics of a lukewarm and bland spiritual life?  When you’ve gone 
through those times, what does it feel like to you? 
 
Wednesday 
Read Revelation 3:14-22 (you’ll know it well!) 
 
The problem Christ identifies with the Laodicean Christians is that they were depending 
on their affluence to give them their identity, security, and hope instead of Jesus.  They 
are trying to solve with money and the status it conveys to others what Jesus has told 
them only he can provide.  This is a danger for us, too.  We must be wary of substituting 
Christ for our credit cards.  We here in America are a very prosperous people (though 
some far more than others), but on the whole compared to the rest of the world and the 
rest of time, we are very prosperous.  Money does solve problems:  food, housing, 
transportation, recreation, etc.  But we also tend to look to money and what it can buy us 



that only Jesus can truly offer:  peace of mind, heart, and spirit, meaning and purpose, the 
boundless love of God, the intimate mercy and grace of a Savior.   
 
As you are bombarded with advertisements this week, be aware of how many are trying 
to sell you something that money actually can’t buy.  And check yourself to see how often 
you whip out your credit card to try to gain some peace of mind, heart, spirit, to give 
yourself a dose of meaning, to provide you with a feeling of love, or to try to give yourself 
some spiritual relief.  You can use your money for good, of course, but see what deep 
caverns of your spirit you are trying to relieve with your spending. 
 
Thursday 
Read Proverbs 27:21 
 
The crucible and the furnace refine precious metals to make them more genuinely what 
they are supposed to be.  Your praise and commitment to Jesus Christ makes you more 
genuinely who you are supposed to be.  Jesus wants your devotion, he wants your praise, 
he wants you to invest your mind, heart, and spirit in knowing, loving, and honoring him.  
When you give yourself more and more to Jesus and yearn to be closer to him, you will be 
spiritually rich, pure in the sight of God, and will see Christ unfold the truth before your 
eyes.  You will become more like Jesus as we see him in the Gospels – he has a hot 
passion for God and is a cold, refreshing drink of hope and love to the confused, hurting, 
marginalized, and outcast.  
 
How is this going to happen?  By letting Jesus in. There is a wonderful painting inspired by 
the first words of Revelation 3:20 (“Behold, I stand at the door and knock”) that illustrates 
the scene.  It is called The Light of the World and was painted by William Holman Hunt in 
a makeshift shack.  [If you didn’t get a copy with your mailed materials, you can easily find 
it with a quick web search]  Jesus stands outside of a door that is overgrown and long 
unopened.   
 
What is that long unopened and overgrown door for you?  If you feel like you’ve let Jesus 
in before, welcome him in again.  Invite him into that corner of your life that you’ve kept in 
darkness which has become overgrown and hasn’t been opened. 
 
Friday 
Find the painting The Light of the World by William Holman Hunt and spend a good 
minute or two really looking at it (set a timer!) 

It is hard to tell, but there is no exterior handle on the door that Jesus is knocking at in the 
painting.  He has no means of opening the door.  You are on the other side of the door.  
You must open it if Jesus is going to enter.  But you don’t just invite him in and then stand 
around awkwardly and look at each other.  Jesus says, “Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with 
him, and he with me.” 
 
What a beautiful, profound, transforming time to have Jesus join you at your table – the 
table of your life; of your being.  Don’t trap yourself into thinking your table isn’t fancy 
enough – remember the Laodiceans.  Jesus just wants to come sit at the table you’ve got.  
He isn’t bringing politics, denominations, social outrage, trouble at work, or any other 
baggage with him.  You can see, he brings with him what he is – the light of the world.  If 
you want to give him all that baggage, he’ll take it away for you.  And he will give you 
peace of mind, heart, and spirit, he will give you meaning and purpose, he will give you 
the boundless love of God, and the intimate mercy and grace of a Savior.  He will 
transform you and you will be passionate for God and refreshing for others. 
 
Amen! 
 
Bonus 
 
This week we will start our series in the Beatitudes.  Please read and reflect upon 
Matthew 5:1-11. 
 
If you found this series on the first three chapters of the Book of Revelation informative, 
inspirational, or simply want to know the rest of the story, it is possible that examining the 
rest of the Book of Revelation could be an Adult Sunday School class led by Pastor Seth in 
the first quarter of 2022.  If that sounds like something you would attend for 10-12 weeks, 
let Pastor Seth know! 
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