
Devotional                 Matthew 5:9 – Peace         October 31, 2021 
 
Monday 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 
God fervently desires to be in communion with us.  But in our sin 
we are unrighteous.  Thus, the problem:  God is perfectly righteous 
and we are perfectly unrighteous.  So, you might wonder, if God 
wants to be in communion – in a loving, holy relationship – with us, 
why doesn’t God just ignore our sin?  In our own human 
relationships, we tend to ignore or paper-over conflict and pretend 
that everything is all right – we create a false peace.  You might live 
day by day with all kinds of false peace.  God knows that ignoring 
our unrighteousness is a false peace and so something must be 
done.  Ignoring this problem does not solve it. 
 
Enter Jesus.  Jesus Christ is a unique person who did a unique work.  
In the joyful mystery of his incarnation, which we especially 
celebrate each December with Advent and Christmas, Jesus is fully 
human and fully divine.  Being human he could share and 
sympathize with our plight as hopelessly unrighteous sinners.  In his 
divinity, he could overcome sin and death as mere humans cannot. 
Jesus takes the conflict of humanity’s unholiness with God’s 
holiness into his very being and endures it.  As a human without sin, 
he takes the full force of God’s “no” to sin.  2 Corinthians 5:21 says 
in part, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin.”  Our 
sin was condemned in Jesus’ flesh on the cross.  He removed the 
judgment of God from us by bearing it himself.   
 
We are moving to the season of Thanksgiving.  Take some time 
today to thank Jesus for what he had done for you. 
 
Tuesday 
Read Ephesians 2:11–21 
 
The sacrifice of Jesus is what it cost God to be righteous without 
annihilating us and what it costs God to be merciful without 

annihilating his own righteousness.  George Hunsinger writes, “In 
the event of the cross, God is completely righteous and completely 
merciful at the same time.  In Christ, the divine condemnation of 
sin is carried out to the bitter end, even as mercy is extended to the 
sinner.”  Jesus resolves the conflict between our unrighteousness 
and God’s righteousness and puts us at peace.  It is a peace we 
cannot add to and that we cannot destroy.  All who believe that 
Jesus did this work are made at peace with God.  Jesus is the 
ultimate peacemaker. 
 
Jesus gives this peace to you – will you accept his gift?  Will you live 
like one who has accepted his gift of peace with God and the 
world?  What is one thing you can do today to display the peace 
you are at with God and the world because of Jesus – one thing you 
can literally, actually do today whether you ever need to do it again 
or not – to build greater peace and share the peace of Christ? 
 
Wednesday 
Matthew 18:15-20 and Romans 12:17-19 
 
If you sense you have wronged someone, approach them and admit 
where you were wrong.  If you aren’t sure what the issue is, check 
in to see if there is an offense you have caused.  At this point, we 
like to debate people.  Take a big step towards peace and don’t 
debate.  If they say you have offended them, take their word for it.  
Next, listen openly to their experience of your behavior.  You can 
reflect what you’ve heard to ensure you understand by saying, “I 
hear you saying that it hurt you when I…”.  Consider what you are 
willing to own and admit it.  Apologize.  Ask for forgiveness.  Then, 
make amends.  If you are not sure how, ask them.  You will be living 
out the commands found throughout the Bible.  Peace will be made 
between you.  Blessed are the peacemakers.   
 
When someone has offended you, you take the approach Jesus 
teaches in Matthew 18.  If you feel it is safe, reach out to the 
person who has offended you, have a private conversation, and 
share forthrightly but not harshly what they said or did that 



offended you.  If they do not reconcile with you, or if you feel 
unsafe approaching them alone, take one or two others with you 
for that conversation.  If they offer a genuine apology, accept it.  If 
amends need to be made in an additional way, suggest them.  But 
then the hardest part, perhaps.  When they have apologized, you 
need to be at peace with them in your mind, heart, and spirit.  You 
don’t necessarily need to trust them in the same way you did 
before the offense, but you can’t hold onto the offense.  If they 
don’t apologize, you will have to give it up to Jesus and ask him to 
put you at peace.  There is no room for lasting grudges and 
vendettas in the Kingdom of God.  Make peace.  Blessed are the 
peacemakers. 
 
Do you need to do these today?  Make a plan to do it! 
 
Thursday 
Read Galatians 3:23-29 and Ephesians 2:11-21 
 
Biology and neuroscience give us a path as to why we have trouble 
living with others peacefully.  Our needs for safety and identity 
cause us to move towards people who we perceive are similar to us 
and we form groups out of those similarities.  Our brains have been 
trained to more easily and readily trust people who look like us and 
be suspicious of people who do not look like us – whether that is 
skin color, hair style, facial features, or how the person is dressed.  
A lot of the time, I think we simply assume that this is how it is and 
must remain.   
 
As followers of Jesus, our spiritual development must overcome 
our biology.  How does being a disciple of Jesus lead you to build 
peace with those who don’t seem like you? 
 
Friday 
 
Please prayerfully read and reflect upon Matthew 5:10 and 
Matthew 14:1-12. 


