
  Devotional               How to Be Righteous        October 2, 2022 
 
Monday  
Read Matthew 5:17-20 
 
Here are the actions steps we can implement.  You might already be 
doing some (or all) – great!  Ask the Holy Spirit to help you decide 
which one to focus on this week and go after it: 
 
1. Every time you are tempted to do something to prove your 
righteousness, just stop.  Whether you are trying to prove it to God 
(who already knows your situation) or others (who don’t really need 
you to be a poseur of righteousness), give yourself permission to stop.  
Release your need to prove yourself to Jesus.  And then notice how 
you’re life is so much better when you live with Jesus instead of trying 
to prove yourself to everyone. 

 
2. Spend 30 minutes in scripture every day and not even in a row.  
That might still be less than you listen to other voices out in the world, 
but it’s a good start.  In our age, you don’t even have to sit and read a 
book.  You can read on your phone.  You can even listen on your 
phone.  Download a free Bible app and most of them have free 
narrations.  You can listen to God’s Word on your commute, on your 
errands, exercising, or sitting on the porch watching the world go by.  
Doing deep studies into God’s Word is highly recommended, but you 
shouldn’t do that every day.  Allow God’s Word to be with you and 
dwell in it – simply be with it.  Listen to God’s Word and let it be your 
conversation partner for a little bit each day.  You will be formed into 
righteousness by God’s Word by the power of the Holy Spirit.  You will 
be more and more righteous in what you do and will feel less and less 
need to prove your righteousness.   

 
3. Be in worship where you’ll hear God’s Word every Sunday.  We are 
here.  We are online.  Our worship is recorded forever on our website.  
You’re going to hear messages that will help you live in God’s ways 
and not try to fake it until you can fool enough people that you are a 
righteous person.  And you’ll be in community with others on the 
same path. 
 

Tuesday 
Read Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 
 
Scripture is essential to the life of Jesus.  The whole bible is essential 
to Jesus (after all, he only had what we call the Old Testament… 
maybe we’d be more excited to read the OT if we called it Jesus’ 
Bible).  Jesus didn’t come to set any parts of scripture aside.  Jesus says 
he has come to fulfill all of scripture by being obedient to all of it and 
by teaching it to you in its fullness so that you would know how to live. 
Jesus is the first and only person to fulfill scripture by living it 
completely and this is a great reason to put our faith in him.  The word 
Jesus’ Bible uses for ‘fulfill’ is qum.  Qum is also the word Jesus’ Bible 
uses for resurrection.  God raised Jesus to life and Jesus raises 
Scripture to life for us! 
 
Jesus raises all of scripture to life and all of scripture is essential for us.  
Because if you simply believe what you like in the parts of the Bible 
that you like, you don’t believe the Bible, you believe yourself.  It is a 
constant temptation to cherry-pick the bits we like about God’s Word 
and benignly neglect the parts we don’t agree with or find hard to 
understand.  Either all of scripture will be the rule for your life as it 
leads you to be Jesus’ disciple or scripture isn’t your rule of life at all.   
 
What do you want to be the rule for your life? 
 
Wednesday 
Read Romans 12:1-2 
 
Professional sports teams invest millions of dollars and highly-coveted 
draft picks on star players.  Study after study shows that many teams 
stick with those high-dollar, high-status players far beyond what their 
own data and own knowledge of the sport says is wise.  It’d be better 
to replace them.  They stick with them because they don’t want to 
confirm they were wrong. 
   
Christians like to try to prove their righteousness, even when we know 
this is the wrong path.  We make demonstrations, big and small, about 
how we are righteous – how we are acceptable, moral, and right with 
God – from the clothes we wear to how we speak about politics.  Too 



much of life is lived as attempts to demonstrate righteousness.  
Individually and as the church, we stick with ways of thinking, ways of 
being in the world, and mindsets that aren’t working, but we stick with 
them because we’ve put so much effort into them and we get the 
satisfaction that we are doing something.  We stick with the comfort 
of living poorly rather than risking change.  We prefer the devil we 
know. 
 
Righteousness-proving audit:  what are the ways that you try to prove 
you are right with God and others that just aren’t necessary to Jesus? 
 
Thursday 
Read Matthew 5:17-20 
 
Based on what Jesus teaches us in this passage we’ve read, that 
scripture is extremely important.  It’s too important not to be with 
scripture regularly.  It’s too important to engage, be challenged by, 
and be confused by.  If you think all of scripture makes perfect sense 
and you’ve got a complete handle on it, you are either a bit delusional 
or we should all be sitting at your feet to learn from you.  The more I 
read and study scripture the more that Jesus builds me up and the 
more questions I have.  To me, it is like traveling to new places.  The 
more new places I go, the more new places I want to go.  There is so 
much to be learned about the world that inspires and challenges my 
way of thinking and living.  There is so much about the Bible that 
inspires me and challenges my way of thinking and living.  It is a 
lifetime pursuit to be in and be formed by the Word of God in Jesus 
Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
If you want to be righteous and not waste your life trying to prove you 
are righteous, Jesus is telling you in this passage to be in scripture.  
Jesus teaches us that whoever does the Word of God and instructs 
others to do the same will be great in the Kingdom of God.  You should 
know that your life speaks – that you are teaching others every time 
you are with others – and so you should consider what you are 
teaching with your life.  If you are being righteous, your life is 
overflowing with the grace and joy of Jesus Christ and the last thing 
you’ll need to do to teach people your way of life is speak.   
 

 
Friday 
 
Each week in 2022, we are praying for the most dangerous places to 
be a follower of Jesus.  Please spend today in prayer for Mexico and 
the Christians in Mexico.  You can get more info, and this info comes 
from, here: https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-
persecution/world-watch-list/ 
 
What is life like for Christians in Mexico? 
 
Christians who are outspoken about the hope of Jesus in the face of 
drug-trafficking and violence are often targeted by gangs to remove 
any obstacle in their quest for control. In indigenous communities, 
anyone who decides to abandon the community’s religious beliefs or 
syncretistic practices often faces rejection and punishment. Finally, 
there has been an increase in violent and discriminatory acts against 
Christians by people who believe Christians are bigoted. 
 
Areas for prayer: 
 
• Pray for Christian leaders who risk so much to serve their church 
communities in places where they are the targets of organized 
criminals. 
 
• Pray for Christians who convert out of their community’s belief 
system.  
 
• Pray for Christians struggling to see how they fit into Mexican 
society. Ask God to give them compassion and courage, as they risk 
their lives and livelihood to walk in faith. 
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