
  Devotional         Light of the World  September 25, 2022 
 
Monday & Tuesday 
Read Matthew 5:14-16 
 
Nicholas Ridley was one of the finest minds of his generation.  He 
was born into a wealthy family and was educated at Cambridge and 
the Sorbonne before settling down to an academic career back at 
Cambridge.  He became a Protestant and eventually was appointed 
a bishop in the Church of England.  He was influential in the 
theology, worship, and life of the church.  When the Roman 
Catholic Mary Tudor became queen, Ridley was imprisoned in the 
Tower of London for being a heretic.  There he joined Hugh 
Latimer.   
Latimer had also become a Protestant and was known as a bold, 
fiery preacher who became a closer advisor to King Henry VIII.  He 
also became a bishop.  They were imprisoned for teaching against 
central Roman Catholic doctrines and being leaders and teachers in 
the English Reformation.  They also strongly advocated for the 
scriptures to be translated into English so that they could be 
understood by all (instead of only having the official Latin version).  
They were both tried and sentenced to be burned at the stake for 
their heresies. 
Ridley arrived at the field of execution first. When Latimer arrived, 
the two embraced and Ridley said, “Be of good heart, brother, for 
God will either assuage the fury of the flame, or else strengthen us 
to abide it.” They both knelt and prayed before listening to an 
exhortation from a preacher (as was the custom before an 
execution for heresy). 
After the sermon, one of the officials pleaded, “Mr. Ridley, if you 
will revoke your erroneous opinions, you shall not only have liberty 
so to do, but also your life.” 
“Not otherwise?” said Ridley.“If you will not do so,” replied the 
official, “there is no remedy: you must suffer for your desertions.” 
“Well,” concluded Ridley, “so long as the breath is in my body, I will 
never deny my Lord Christ and his known truth. God’s will be done 
in me.” 

The blacksmith wrapped a chain of iron around the waists of Ridley 
and Latimer. When the wood about Ridley’s feet was lit, Latimer 
said, “Be of good comfort, Mr. Ridley, and play the man! We shall 
this day light such a candle, by God’s grace, in England, as I trust 
never shall be put out.” 
As the fire blazed up, the wind blew the fire to the side of the older 
man, Latimer.  He looked upward and said peacefully, “Father of 
heaven, receive my soul.”  He soon died with little apparent pain. It 
would not be so with Ridley.  He would indeed have need to “play 
the man,” that is, “man up” in modern parlance, or, to “be 
brave.”  The fire on Ridley’s side was badly made.  The green wood 
on top would not catch fire, but the wood at the bottom burned 
fiercely.  While Ridley’s face and body were unharmed, his legs 
were almost burned away.  All this time, his shirt was not even 
singed.  He involuntarily leaped up and down in the fire as his 
burning flesh and muscles reacted to the pain, but he would not 
utter a scream or cry of reproach.  John Foxe recounts, “Even in this 
torment, he did not forget to call on God, saying ‘Lord, have mercy 
on me.’” A relative of Ridley’s tried to relieve his agony and piled 
more wood on the fire.  This only worsened the problem, and 
Ridley suffered on, but he was brave until he finally passed. 
The words of Hugh Latimer have become famous and ring through 
the ages: ““Be of good comfort, Mr. Ridley, and play the man! We 
shall this day light such a candle, by God’s grace, in England, as I 
trust never shall be put out.”  The candle that Jesus lit by Latimer 
and Ridley is still burning brightly.   
If you hold an English Bible in your hands, if you sing hymns from an 
English hymnal, or have the freedom to worship as your conscience 
dictates, then you owe these men a debt of gratitude.  Truly, they 
did light a candle that has never gone out.  The light of Jesus is 
persistent.  The light of Jesus lasts. 
 
Wednesday 
Read Matthew 5:14-16 
 
What type of light are disciples?  Though we have been talking 
about the sun and stars, they are not a good analogy for us because 



stars generate their own light.  As disciples of Jesus, we do not 
generate our own light.  Our light is a gift of God in Jesus by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  I think it is helpful to keep to images of 
how we are light in mind.  We are light like a light bulb because we 
shine bright with the Holy Spirit.  We are given intelligence, 
creativity, and power as light bulbs to bring joy and love to the 
world.  Our modern world would be nothing without the ubiquity 
and power of the light bulb – this is how crucial we are to the 
Kingdom of God – we are like light bulbs:  we are to be in every 
room and everywhere the light of Christ is needed.  But lest we 
think we as light bulbs are our own source of energy, it is also 
helpful for us to think of ourselves as the moon, which has no light 
of its own but reflects the light of the sun.  For the disciple of Jesus 
truly has no light of his or her own to offer but reflects the light of 
their Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
How will you reflect Jesus today? 
 
Thursday 
Read Matthew 5:14-16 (we are hanging our hat here this week) 
 
You should know that it is the disciples who find their worth in 
Jesus (and not themselves) who are given the gift of importance in 
the Kingdom of God.  There are all kinds of blessed yahoos who 
have built up their own importance in the world, but the humble 
disciples of Jesus are made to be important by God for the benefit 
of the world.  Matthew 16:25: “For whoever would save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”  Whoever 
seeks importance, will lose it, but whoever relinquishes their 
importance for Jesus’ sake will find eternal importance to God.   
And that is key to being a light.   
The goal of the light is not to illuminate the disciple but God. Read 
v. 16 again: “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven.”  People will see your good works and give glory 
to God – that’s the point.  Some of us are anxious or leery of having 
the light on us, but the point of our light is to show people Jesus.   

Will you allow Jesus to use you to shine to others? 
 
Friday 
 
Each week in 2022, we are praying for the most dangerous places 
to be a follower of Jesus.  Please spend today in prayer for Ethiopia 
and the Christians in Ethiopia.  You can get more info, and this info 
comes from, here: https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-
persecution/world-watch-list/ 
 
What is life like for Christians in Ethiopia? 
 
In Ethiopia, persecution is often dependent on what kind of 
Christian you are or where you live. Because of the government’s 
special relationship with the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, other 
denominations are persecuted by the state and by the Orthodox 
community. The other major factor for persecution in Ethiopia is 
Islamic extremism. Particularly in the eastern and southeastern 
parts of the country, converts to Christianity from Islam can be 
oppressed by their families and communities, and targeted by 
Islamic extremists. 
 
Areas for prayer: 
 
• Pray for the Christian denominations in Ethiopia, particularly for 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. Pray they would see the unity 
that’s possible in Jesus.  
 
• Pray for Christians living in areas where Islamic extremists are 
active. Pray for protection and that they would not be 
discriminated against or oppressed.  
 
• Pray for Christians who leave Islam. Pray also for those who leave 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church to follow Jesus in a closer way than 
they could find in their previous church. 
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