
Devotional        Beginning from the Center        May 3, 2020 
 
Monday 
Read Luke 24:13-53 
 
As you read the passages about the journey to Emmaus and Jesus’ appearance to the 
apostles on Easter Sunday evening, did you notice some parallels in those two stories?  
Take some time to compare the two using the chart below. 
 
Emmaus    Event     Apostles 
 
vv. 15-16   Jesus not comprehended   v. 37 
 
vv. 25-27   Jesus teaches from Scripture   vv. 44-47 
 
vv. 32-35   Teaching leads to revelation   vv. 39-41, 44-49 
 
v. 30    Jesus eats     vv. 41-42 
 
v. 31    Jesus leaves supernaturally   vv. 50-53 
 
The resurrection appearances and teachings are not the beginning of a new work, but the 
completion of Jesus’ earthly ministry… [and are] the final link in a narrative chain that 
connects the resurrected Lord with the earthly Jesus.  The resurrected Jesus does not 
appear in proof to Herod or Pilate or Jewish leaders, but to the disciples whom he 
gathered in his earthly ministry. – James Edwards 
 
Now, Jesus is gathering you in these narratives.  I bet if you look again at the chart and 
the passages that you can see some parallels of how you have encountered Jesus in your 
life.  
 
Tuesday 
Psalm 16 
 
Take a moment to county your blessings.  Why is the psalmist’s heart glad (v. 9)?  What is 
it like to be in presence of the Lord (v. 11)?  You do indeed have a beautiful inheritance (v. 
6)! 

Wednesday 
Luke 24:36-49; additional references:  Isaiah. 2:2–5; 14:2; 45:14; 49:22–23; 55:5; 66:20; 
Jeremiah 16:19–21; Zephaniah 3:9–10; Zechariah 8:20–23; 14:16–19; Micah 4:1–4 
 
For the apostles, they are supposed to proclaim Jesus’ message from Jerusalem first and 
then go from there to the world.  This sounds straightforward but it is actually a reversal 
of direction from how the Jewish faith (and they were all Jewish) saw the conversion of 
non-Jewish people (Gentiles) in the Old Testament.  You could read the OT passages 
above and conclude, as they did, that the nations would stream to Jerusalem to receive 
the grace of God and that is the only way it would happen.  Jerusalem was the holy city 
and if you want to be a part of what the one God is doing, you need to go there.  Do you 
expect that everyone interested in God should just come to church or are you willing to 
meet them where they are at? 
 
Thursday 
Read Luke 24 
 
Think of the role of the witness in a courtroom.  The role of a witness is not to convince 
the jury or the judge.  The role of a witness is not to come up with a clever argument.  The 
role of a witness is not to know the answer to everything the people in the courtroom 
might want to know.  The role of a witness is to testify – to tell about – what they know 
and what they have experienced. 
 
That is the mission Jesus gives the disciples and that is the mission Jesus gives to us.  We 
are to tell about what we know and what we have experienced of the resurrected Jesus 
and the love, grace, and mercy of God.  Share what you know.  Yearn to be close to Jesus 
through your daily life, through worship, study, and prayer that you would have more to 
witness to your family, friends, and neighbors and discern the working of God in your life 
so you would know God’s closeness and working in you. 
 
Just like the initial reactions of the disciples on Easter Sunday evening, the dawn of May 
2020 finds the world in an overwhelming lack of knowledge about the present and future 
and a flood of doubt, astonishment, and confusion.  Who and what will you witness to the 
world this month? 
 
Friday - cooIn preparation for worship this weekend, please read and reflect upon Luke 
24:50-53 and Leviticus 9 (especially vv. 22-24). 


