
Devotional      The Holy Spirit: True Friend        March 21, 2021 
 
Monday 

Read John 14:15–31 
 
The Holy Spirit encourages us to trust (believe in) Jesus. The Holy Spirit is with us individually 
and collectively to joyously encourage us to be trusting more and more in Jesus with our daily 
lives.  The Holy Spirit, as Jesus says, is always with us and will not abandon us to help us and 
encourage us to trust more and more of ourselves to Him.  As we are encouraged to trust 
Jesus more we are encouraged to trust those Jesus has called more so that Jesus will be 
glorified.  The Church is not about Jesus saving us as individuals and living out our lives for 
Jesus near each other, it is about us living out our lives for Jesus with each other.  Those right 
next to us and Jesus followers on the other side of the world.  Believing in Jesus more means 
we will be led to love each other more.  So, the Holy Spirit primarily encourages trust in Jesus 
and encourages love for others as the means to building a Christ-centered Church. 
 
As Cooks Creek, how do we do life with each other and not simply near each other? 
 
Tuesday 
Read John 15:1-17 – look what is between Jesus’ Spirit talks in John! 
 
The Holy Spirit also uses confrontation to fulfill the purpose of creating an utterly Christ-
centered Church.  When we are falling short of the Holy Spirit’s purpose to build a Christ-
centered Church, the Holy Spirit confronts us like a true friend would.  A true friend doesn’t 
just cheer you on constantly and bless the mess of your life; a true friend also calls you out 
when you’re headed down the wrong path.  The Holy Spirit calls us out as individuals and as 
congregations when we are veering from being Christ-centered. 
 
When was a time the Holy Spirit confronted you when you were going down the wrong path?  
The Spirit could have used a friend, a sermon, a piece of scripture, a deep feeling, or any 
number of means to confront you.  How did you recognize it was the Holy Spirit?  How will you 
be open to the Spirit’s confrontation today and into the future? 
 
Wednesday 
Read John 16:4b-15 
 
Jesus says in John 14:26 that the Holy Spirit will teach us and bring us to remember what 
Jesus has said.  Jesus says later in John 16:13, “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he 

will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.”   The Spirit is here and is 
guiding us into the truth by teaching us and causing us to remember Jesus’ words and Jesus’ 
mission so that we can be a Christ-centered Church making disciples of Jesus Christ of all 
people.   
 
What words of Jesus would be good to remember today? 
 
Thursday 
Read John 16:25-33 – peace! 
 
The Holy Spirit brings us the peace of Jesus so that our hearts will not be troubled.  The 
presence of the Holy Spirit with us individually and as the Church, the Body of Christ, relieves 
our anxiety, assures us of God’s love and protection, and leads us along the banks of God’s 
peaceful streams of mercy. 
 
The Jesus follower is never alone.  Not only do we always have the Holy Spirit with us and so 
have Jesus with us, but we have each other.  We can, by discerning God’s will, be the Church 
for each other in encouraging one another to trust Jesus more deeply, love people more 
fervently, caringly confront each other when we are going down the wrong path, teaching 
each other the ways of Jesus, and building up the peace of Christ between us.   
 
Who can you reach out to today by being the Church? 
 
Friday 
Deuteronomy 31:1–8 – the promise of God’s presence! 
 
We are the Church of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, not a belief club.  We are not the sum 
total of our agreements and interests, we are united by the Holy Spirit that Jesus has 
graciously given us to bind us together as one.  When you are tempted to walk away and form 
a club of one, know that is not the work of the Holy Spirit in your life.  Instead, the Holy Spirit 
encourages us to believe in Jesus Christ more deeply, love one another more completely, 
confronts us when we as the Body of Christ (individually and collectively) wander from the 
mission of a Christ-centered Church and existence, teaches us and reminds us of everything 
we need to know to do God’s will, and infuses us with the peace that only Jesus can give that 
no barrier, no hate, no disagreement may separate us from each other or the love of God. 
 
What can you do when you are tempted to walk away and separate yourself from Jesus or His 
Church? 


