
  Devotional         Wives and Husbands September 4, 2022 
 
Monday and Tuesday  
…it is Labor Day after all, let’s not work too hard on Monday.  This 
piece of the devotional will require some work, so feel encouraged 
to space it over two days. 
 
Read below first then read Colossians 3:18-4:1 
 
Colossians 3:18-4:1 is a household code – instructions for how the 
relationships in the household should be organized.  Each 
philosophy or religion (or nation or people) has one of these and 
they have existed since people started writing things down.  
Aristotle wrote a code that was very influential when Christianity 
was just forming.  Here is a key passage that sums up his thoughts: 
 
“A husband and father… rules over wife and children [because] the 
male is by nature fitter for command than the female, just as the 
elder and full-grown is superior to the younger and more 
immature… Concerning the relation of the male to the female… the 
inequality is permanent… Although the parts of the soul are present 
in all of them, they are present in different degrees.  For the slave 
has no deliberative faculty at all; the woman has, but it is without 
authority… [The man/master is] to rule his slaves like a despot, his 
children like a king, and his wife treating her as a rational being but 
one without inherent authority.” 
 
Now read the household code in Colossians 3:18-4:1.  What is the 
same?  What is different?  What would you say is the chief theme 
of each code? 
 
How does Paul flip Aristotle’s code on its head?  How does the code 
we see in Colossians radically alter how Christian households are to 
be run versus how others in the community might run their 
households?  
 
 

Wednesday 
Read Ephesians 5:1-33 (parents/children… additionally read 6:1-4) 
 
One of the great tragedies in modern Christianity and one we have 
to guard against constantly (for ourselves and others) is cherry-
picking small passages of scripture (or single verses) and making 
grand pronouncements based on those little tidbits.  No writer of 
scripture had in mind that you would pull out a piece or two 
without the whole letter or book (or all of scripture!) in mind.  
Remember that the chapter numbers, verses, and headings are all 
later additions.  
 
So, while the piece in Ephesians that we would call a household 
code logically starts at v. 22, if you start at v. 22 you are missing the 
context and logic of Paul’s thought.  Best to start at the beginning 
of the chapter at a minimum.  How do you understand the 
household code in light of the whole chapter? 
 
What power do you draw from the theme that the household is 
supposed to reflect Jesus Christ and his love for the Church 
Universal? 
 
Thursday 
Read Philippians 2:1-11 
 
If one had to pick a passage that best reflects and summarizes 
Paul’s theological emphases, it’d likely be today’s reading.  We 
threw a lot out there on Sunday, so I thought I’d give you my little 
outline for highlighting some key themes from Paul so you can have 
it handy.  As you read, think about the richness and beauty of our 
Lord.   
 
Some of Paul’s crucial principals for Christian theology that we 
celebrate today are: 
1. The redeeming grace God gives us in Jesus Christ centered in 

the cross and resurrection of Jesus 



a. This is the lynchpin of Paul’s whole theology – the cross of 

Christ 

b. The meaning of Christ’s death: 

i. obedience/righteousness/faithfulness 

ii. love – does not seek its own advantage; seeks the good 

of others (not self-interested):  Philippians 2:3–5:3 Do  

nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 

count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each 

of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, 

which is yours in Christ Jesus… 

iii. grace – an act of unmerited generosity towards us 

iv. self-giving and self-surrender  

v. voluntary self-humbling 

vi. power is shown in weakness, wisdom in apparent folly 

2. Salvation by God’s grace to us by faith in Christ alone and not 

based on our works 

3. The freedom we all have in this grace 

4. The fundamental equality of men and women in their unity in 

Christ:  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 

nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 

Christ Jesus. – Galatians 3:28 

Friday 
 
Each week in 2022, we are praying for the most dangerous places 
to be a follower of Jesus.  Please spend today in prayer for 
Tajikistan and the Christians in Tajikistan.  You can get more info, 
and this info comes from, here: 
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-
watch-list/ 
 
What is life like for Christians in Tajikistan? 
 
In Tajikistan, all religious activities must be approved by the 
government, and it is common for churches—particularly 

Protestant—to be raided by authorities. Christians can be detained 
if they are found to have any Christian materials that aren’t 
government-approved. Additionally, the Tajik ethnic identity is 
directly tied to Islam. That is why Christians who have converted 
from Islam bear the brunt of persecution at the hands of the state 
and from family, friends and community. 
 
Areas for prayer: 
 
• Pray for pastors and church leaders in Tajikistan, especially those 
who are monitored and detained by the government.  
 
• Pray for converts to Christianity from Islam who live in areas of 
Tajikistan where conversion means severe pressure.  
 
• Pray for the government of Tajikistan, that their hearts would be 
softened toward Christians and other religious minorities. 
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