
Devotional        A Movement of God   August 23, 2020 
 
Monday 
Read Colossians 1:15-20 
 
This week identify where you are trying to cram the movement of God and the leadership 
of Jesus Christ into other movements, under other leaders, and into other priorities.  
When you have identified them, repent and turn back to Jesus.  He will forgive you and 
welcome you with open arms.   
 
As you identify these other movements and leaders, know that it isn’t wrong to be a part 
of other movements, groups, etc., but your relationship to them should be subservient to 
following Jesus and being a member of the Church Universal.  You can love and be active 
engaged with your family, work, community, political party, etc., but your engagement 
with the should flow out of your devotion to Jesus.  Jesus shouldn’t be crammed into your 
agenda and desires for these other movements and groups.  Jesus is the head from where 
everything else takes life and shape. 
 
Tuesday 
Read Ecclesiastes 4:9-16 
 
Towards the beginning of the sermon, I did my best to think of the movements that I 
belonged to from memory.  I quickly found that I was a lot better recalling the 
movements than the leaders.  Oddly, I haven’t met a lot of the leaders of movements I 
belong to today.  Perhaps that is a consequence of the era we live in.   
 
What about you?  What movements or groups do you belong to and do you know who is 
leading those groups?  Take some time to think about it. 
 
If the list you came up with is very small, why?  There could be a very good reason.  But 
be wary of assuming that you do not belong to hardly anything and thus are free from 
being in community or being influenced by others… you would be deluding yourself to 
think those things.  We don’t avoid responsibility in God’s Kingdom by telling ourselves 
things aren’t our fault because we don’t get involved with that facet of life.  You are 
certainly involved.  You might not do too much to engage, but it involves you. 
 

How can you celebrate your connections with others?  How can you rekindle them in this 
difficult time?  Two are better than one and a threefold cord is not easily broken. 
 
Wednesday 
Read Acts 4:27-42 and closely examine Gamaliel’s speech 
 
Being the Church and carrying out the mission of Jesus Christ is the primary organizing 
principle and driver in the apostles’ lives.  After being commanded by the Sanhedrin, the 
religious council that took care of religious and political issues in Israel that the Roman 
Empire couldn’t be bothered with, not to teach in the name of Jesus, the apostles go right 
back into the Temple complex and proclaim the name of Jesus?  Why?  Because God by 
the Holy Spirit told them to and miraculously set them free from jail so that they could 
preach Jesus’ name.  This is what has landed them before the council in today’s passage:  
they are obedient to the call of God rather than the call of people, institutions, or 
governments.  They are focused first and foremost on living into and living out the 
movement God has created in Jesus Christ and enabled in the Holy Spirit.  They are so 
focused on this that when the council has them severely beaten they do not cower in 
fear, they are not full of anxiety, and do not rage against their circumstances or other 
people, but rejoice that they are fulfilling the mission of God. 
 
Looking at today and looking at your past, what gives you joy in fulfilling the mission of 
God? 
 
Thursday 
Read Romans 6:8-14 
 
For you to be a part of this defining movement of God in the world, you must make it the 
primary movement of your life and make Jesus the primary leader of your life.  Jesus says 
in John 14:6, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.”  The way, the truth, and the life.  Not one amongst many nor 
something to balance with everything else.  If you want to truly be a part of the Jesus 
movement that is His Church Universal, you must follow him first and foremost and let 
your other commitments – your family, friends, work, community – flow from your 
commitment to Jesus.  Seek to live the movement of God and follow Jesus with God’s 
people, the Church.   
 
Friday – please read and reflect on Acts 6:1-7 in preparation for worship. 


