
Devotional         Insistent & Persistent  August 16, 2020 
 
Monday 
Read Acts 5:17-26 
 
In 1979, at the age of 16, Jadev Payang saw something on the banks of Brahmaputra River 
in northeastern India that made him cry.  Thousands of snakes and reptiles were dying on 
a barren sandbar where they had been washed up following a flood, the result of the area 
having been deforested.   
 
For the next 30 years, Payang, who goes by the nickname Molai, singlehandedly planted 
more than 1,300 acres of trees and tended to the budding forest, even going so far as to 
import and reintroduce ants to complete the ecosystem.   
 
Now, what was once a place of death and devastation for wildlife is a forest reserve of a 
variety of trees and bamboo where animals thrive.  There are Bengal tigers, Indian 
rhinoceros, deer, rabbits, monkeys, snakes, lizards, many varieties of birds, and a herd of 
over 100 elephants who regularly visit and give birth in the forest.   
 
The Molai forest, as it is now known, is due to the quiet, persistent work of one man who 
wanted to see something different in his world.  Jadev Payang is not a wealthy 
philanthropist who did good by writing a check – as we too often perceive is the case with 
people who do large scale good in the world.  He is a member of the Mising tribe in 
Assam, India, who lives in a small hut in the forest.  Molai, his wife, and his three children 
tend cattle and buffalo and sell the milk as their only source of income.  He saw his duty 
before him and he persisted in living it out. 
 
How have you persisted in carrying out your life’s call in Jesus?  What strength do you 
draw from your experiences and from the Holy Spirit to continue to persist? 
 
Tuesday 
Read Luke 18:1-8 
 
Perhaps the apostles took inspiration to persist from this parable of Jesus.  The apostles 
had faith that as they continued to be faithful to the call of God that God would vindicate 
them and give them justice.  It is inspiration for us to be persistent as we follow the call of 

God on our lives in Jesus Christ and it is also a warning to not be like the uncaring judge.  
We must hear the pleas of the weak and not disregard their cries for justice.   
 
Our nation and world are in a renewed time of lifting up calls for justice.  Whether you 
think you agree with these calls for justice or not, whether you like some of the tactics 
used or not, how do we as Jesus followers need to be people who listen and are merciful? 
 
Wednesday 
Read Matthew 5:1-12 
 
These are famously known as the Beatitudes.  Beatitude comes from the Latin word for 
blessing or blessedness.   
 
Which of the beatitudes gives you the most comfort in this season of life? 
 
Which of the beatitudes scares you the most? 
 
How do the beatitudes speak to our ability to persist in the mission of Jesus Christ? 
 
Thursday 
Read Romans 6:8-14 
 
The angel gives them a charge, “Go stand in the temple and speak to all the people the 
words of this life.”  The words of this life are centrally that Jesus’ resurrection from the 
dead proves that God grants to those who believe that Jesus is resurrected and is the Son 
of God a new life that cannot be overcome by death, destruction, or desolation. 
 
“Go,” the angel says, “tell all the people that death and sin do not rule the world, but 
Jesus Christ, who is victorious over death and sin, reigns supreme.”  The mission of God 
will not be thwarted by the imprisonment of God’s messengers.  The apostles 
immediately obey and are preaching in the temple at daybreak.  The persist as a group.  
Not one questions the wisdom of going back to doing exactly what they were doing when 
the got arrested.  Not one flees. 
 
May Cooks Creek go together.  
 
Friday – please read and reflect on Acts 5:27-42 in preparation for worship. 


