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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
And Communion 

+PJOˢVTˢPOˢ'SJEBZˢ%FDFNCFSˢ��UIˢ 
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     We started our Advent season this past Sunday by thinking about 
starting with the end in mind.  Our discipleship to Jesus is made 
more vivid by knowing where we are going and where we are going 
is to one day stand before the face of Jesus (see 1 John 3:2).  During 
the Advent and Christmas seasons, we tend to focus on the Incarna-
tion of Jesus Christ and remembering the glory of what God did 

2,000 years ago, and we are right to keep the 
wondrous works of God in the forefront of 
our minds, hearts, and spirits.      

Continued on page 4 
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Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Seth Normington 540.236.2900 
Office Administrator: Martha Shank 540.567.8117 
Music Director: Sarah Layman 
Organist: Teresa Simmers 
Nursery Coordinator: Katherine Lyons 
Custodian: Jean Will 
 
Session 
Clerk of Session: Mark Williams 
Administration Team: Mark Williams, Tom Bocock 
Mission Outreach Team: Adonica Miller, Terry Morris, Jeff Heatwole 
Congregational Care Team: Becky Pierce, Gerald Harper 
Christian Education Team: Bob Scott, Kate Dudley, Ray Heatwole 
Property and Grounds Team: Jim Suter, Chad Barnett, Brad Miller 
Worship Team: Don Myers, Skip Wallace 
 
Church Committee Leaders 
Youth Advisor: Kate Dudley 
Cemetery: Brad Miller    
Librarian: Donna Kay Ritchie 
The Sunshine Gang: Craig & Nancy Miller 
Sunday School Superintendent: Bob Scott 
Sanctuary Decorations: Jana Miller 
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 Liturgist SS Care Nursery Pre-school Acolyte 

5 Nancy Myers Katherine Lyons Katherine Lyons 
Donald & 

Lee Anne Biller Levi Simmons 

12 Steve Smith Katherine Lyons 
Adonica Miller & 

Billy Lilly Katherine Lyons Katie Higgs 

19 Dick Travis Katherine Lyons 
Pam Bocock & 

Dianne Reynolds Katherine Lyons Teagan Bocock 

26 Barret Dalrymple Katherine Lyons 
Natalie & 

Brian Bocock Katherine Lyons  

Elder on Call: Tom Bocock 540-820-0034 
If you have an urgent need and can not get hold of 
Pastor Seth. Please call the Elder on call. 

November’s Attendance: 
  7- SS 35 W 87 
14– SS 36 W 89 
21– SS 23 W 78 
28– SS 33 W 91  

We are also thankful for  
the 30-50 who faithfully 
watch online and listen 
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Circleville Christmas 
Open Doors: CCPC will be hosting Open Doors on the following dates at Red Front: 
December 27, 2021 – January 2, 2022 and March 7 – 13, 2022 
     Please mark these dates on your calendar.  We are lining up groups/individuals/
families to provide and/or serve evening meals only.   All food prep must be com-
pleted at our church or in your homes.  Please sign-up on the Connect table or con-
tact Linda Smith/Adonica Miller if you’d be willing to provide a meal and/or be will-
ing to help serve if others aren’t comfortable doing so.  Open Doors also needs shelf
-stable, pre-packaged breakfast foods/beverages.  Please place these items on the 
Open Doors table in the room across from the library.  We will also need supplies 
(plates, cups, drink mix, coffee, etc.).  To cover the expenses of these, we are asking 
for monetary donations.  If making a check, please make it out to the church with 
“Open Doors Supplies” in the memo line.  
Salvation Army Kettle Drive: We are seeking individuals, families, and groups to 
man the red kettle and ringing the bell at the Shenandoah Heritage Farmer’s Market 
(Carpenter Dr. off Rte. 11 south) on December 11th and 18th.   
     This location will provide shelter from the rain and is still located in the fresh air 
of the outdoors. There is a sign-up sheet on the Connect table (please include a 
phone number).  Contact Adonica with any questions.   
4 Cents a Meal: In November, funds were allocated to buy eggs for those that visit- 
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     We are collecting out-
erwear for toddler through 
high school children that 
are in need.  Coats, gloves, 
hats, scarves, sweatshirts/
pants, jackets, etc. will be 
collected.   
     Please place un-
wrapped donations in the 
library.  If you’d rather give 
a monetary donation, 
please make a check to 
the church with 
“Circleville” in the memo 
line of the check, and 
someone will shop for you.  
All donations are due by 
December 12th.   

ed the food pantry.  We are again this year allocating funds to purchase the side dishes and dessert for the Christ-
mas meal that the Wilber Pence Middle School Backpack program sends home with their food insecure students.  
A local poultry company furnishes the entrée, and we are providing the rest of the meal for each family to prepare.     
Dick Miller Fund: Requests for assistance are being received regularly.  Please remember this fund with your giv-
ing. 
West Rockingham Food Pantry: Thank you to all those from our church that helped in any capacity at the food 
pantry we hosted in November.   

A Christmas Prayer 
     Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, 
that we may share in the song of the angels, the glad-
ness of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men. 
Close the door of hate and open the door of love all 
over the world.  Let kindness come with every gift and 
good desires with every greeting. Deliver us from evil 
by the blessings which Christ brings, and teach us to be 
merry with clear hearts.  May the Christmas morning 
make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas even-
ing bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiv-
ing and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. ~Robert Louis 
Stevenson 
 

 
     May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obe-
dience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness 
of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and 
the peace of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. ~Author Un-
known 

Merry Christmas to you and your family,  
Becky  

  



���������������������������ǡ���������������������

ϰ 

Thank you 
Dear Cooks Creek  
Congregation, 
     Thank you for your contin-
ued support with prayers, 
cards, phone calls and visits. 
The power of prayer is strong! 
I look forward to returning to 
church in person after treat-
ments are completed to thank 
each of you in person.  

God bless you, 
Sue Haley 

Cooks Creek Church Members!  
     Thank you so very much for 
the items donated to Baby 
Hope. We have been able to 
help over 30 moms, Grand-
moms and Aunts with diapers, 
wipes and bath products for 
their little ones. Again, thanks 
for helping keep our shelves 
stocked. 

Gratefully, 
Ellen & the Baby Hope Team 

Dear Congregational Mem-
bers, Friends & Family, 
     Thank you so much for 
your prayers, visits, cards and 
meals as Ronald continues 
to recover from his stroke.  He 
improves daily but we are im-
patient.  We worship online 
but it isn’t the same as wor-
shipping together.  We pray 
we will see and worship with 
you soon. 

Blessings, Ronald &  
Gloria Miller 
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...What we tend to neglect in this season is the hope and expectation of Jesus’ 
return.  During this season of Advent and Christmas we will endeavor to both 
remember the great works God has done, take stock of the works of God this 
day, and look forward to the great works God has guaranteed for the future – 
that all of Creation is in God’s care and that Scripture promises us that those 
who follow Jesus as Lord will one day have the beatific vision of seeing Jesus 
face-to-face. 
     As we journey through this season, a few notes on what is coming up in 
our communal worship.  We will have a special lessons and carols service on 
December 19 featuring readings from Isaiah and performances by the vocal 
and bell choirs.  We could use several readers to make this day special, please 
contact the office if you are willing to be a reader for this special Sunday.  We 
will celebrate Christmas Eve with worship at 7:00 pm including a celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper.  On Sunday, December 26 we will do something a bit dif-
ferent in the fellowship hall – more details to come in our weekly emails.   
     I hope the ways that we have attempted to stay connected this past year 
have been fruitful for you and I would like to especially thank our Session and 
Congregational Care Team for all the calls and care they have provided to 
members and friends of Cooks Creek over the past 21 months.  The offering 
of your time, talent, and financial resources have also been pivotal in keeping 
us connected through the enhancement of our sanctuary and technology to 
be able to offer better video, audio, livestreaming, and recordings of our wor-
ship.  One way that we have offered connection is by replaying our worship 
service over Zoom at 12:30 on Sundays to those who do not have Internet ac-
cess and can dial-in on their phones.  This offering has appeared to run its 
course and we will cease providing this after December 19.  We will continue 
our weekly postal mailings to those without Internet access (these mailings 
include the worship bulletin, sermon, devotional, monthly newsletter, and 
weekly update).   
     Please note that the office will be closed on December 6, December 13, 
and December 27-31.  I will be available and working during that time but 
may not be at the church, so please contact me before heading to the church 
if you will need to be let in. 
     I am looking forward with anticipation and joy, as I hope you are, to a 
blessed Christmas and Advent season at Cooks Creek and all that the Lord has 
planned for us until He returns! 

Blessings, 
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Beginning Balance October 1, 2021 $23,087.05 

DEPOSITS   

     Individual Contributions $675.00 

     Church & Religious Organizations  $2,381.70 

     Businesses $1500.00 

Total Deposits $4,556.70 

DISBURSEMENTS   

     Bread  $69.30 

     Ground Beef $325.00 

     Eggs (Reimbursed by Mt. Clinton UMC) $138.60 

     Food Purchases to fill Bags  $2,871.30 

     Milk Vouchers (Finder’s Keepers 39 gal. - $142.51  Sharp Shopper 66 gal. - $240.38) $382.89 

     Produce Vouchers (Bananas-66- $83.68, Apples-60- $201.98, Grapes-38- $154.78) $440.44 

Total Disbursements $4,137.53 

Balance as of October 30, 2021 $23,506.22 

     This month the balance is 
$329.17 more than last month's 
balance.  The contributions in Octo-
ber were $2,356.70 more than in 
September, but the expenses in 
October were $918.52 more than in 
September even with the $400 paid 
for the exterminator.  And this 
month we were blessed with a do-
nation to reimburse us for the $325 
we spent for meat.  The people re-
ally appreciate the produce vouch-
ers and their use is increasing each 
month. Numbers were up this 
month with a total of 61 house-
holds including four deliveries Sat-
urday.  Two of the 57 who came 
Thursday evening were new.  Ap-
proximately 1,468 pounds of food 
was given in the prepacked 
bags.  In addition each family re-
ceived 2 pounds of ground beef 
and a loaf of bread with large fami-
lies receiving 2 loaves.  Sharp Shop-
per had a good sale on the 12-

count carton of eggs, so this month 
all families received 2 dozen.  This 
cost turned out to be a little less 
than the 18-ct carton we had been 
giving and the families got 6 more 
eggs.  We thank Jerry Bentz for 
picking them up and Calvary Men-
nonite Fellowship for storing them 
in their coolers at the school be-
cause this sale price lasted only two 
weeks early in the month.  We also 
thank Charlie Martin for giving us 
300 pounds of deer meat, most 
ground but a few loins, which we 
will give in November.  Also, in No-
vember the Virginia Poultry Coop-
erative is giving us turkey breasts. 
      I am glad to report that we 
have not had any more problem 
with bugs but we will continue to 
put up the traps to be sure we 
don't have this problem 
again.  Storing the boxed and 
bagged items in large plastic totes 
is working well. 

     We thank Mt. Clinton United 
Methodist Church for hosting the 
distribution this month.  In Novem-
ber Cooks Creek will be the host 
and will provide the eggs and an 
inspirational insert for each family. 
     Special seasons, such as the ap-
proaching Thanksgiving season, 
ensure that these times don't get 
lost in the "busyness" of life.  The 
danger is that we make the season 
itself and its "busyness" the im-
portant thing.  I'm reminded of the 
lyrics of a song long popular at this 
time of the year:  "When I'm wor-
ried and I can't sleep, I count my 
blessings instead of sheep, and I fall 
asleep counting my blessings. 
When my bankroll is getting small, I 
think of when I had none at all, and 
I fall asleep counting my bless-
ings."   
 

 
Continued on next page 
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     Nursing Room 
     The Mother’s Nursing Room is 
now located in the former Berean 
Sunday School classroom, across 
from the Preschool Department. 
Mothers who need to take care of 
the needs of their baby can go to a 
quiet area during Sunday School or 
Worship. The room includes a rock-
ing chair and changing table with 
diapers. 

Secret Appreciation 
Society of Cooks Creek 

     The Secret Appreciation Society 
of Cooks Creek is grateful to the 
recipients of the monthly awards 
provided to 12 members of our 
congregation during 2021. Here are 
people in our church who have 
gone beyond the call of duty. 
January-Lynn McNulty 
February-Teresa Simmers 
March-Becky Pierce 
April-Phyllis Miller 
May-Tracy Bosserman 
June-Donna Kay Ritchie 

July-David Scott 
August-Susan Price 
September –Brenda Moyers 
October-Dan Dalrymple 
November-Martha Spicher 
December-Beth Phillips 
     Thanks again to these dozen dis-
ciples and keep up the good work 
for Cooks Creek Presbyterian 
Church! 

Secret Appreciation Society 
Cooks Creek Presbyterian Church 

Sunshine Gang Outing 
     Join the Sunshine Gang on Sat-
urday, December 18, at 4:00 pm at 
the Sipe Center in Bridgewater as 
they take a magical, musical Christ-
mas journey with the 3 Redneck 
Tenors. It’s Christmas music like 
you’ve never heard and won’t easily 
forget. These real-life Broadway and 
Opera stars are ready to rock your 
holidays with a deep-fried feast of 
musical delights. There’s nothing 
old-fashioned about this music ar-
ranged by award-winning composer 

Craig Bohmler – it’s infused with 
vitality, energy 
and passion. 
You’ll hear fa-
miliar Christ-

mas tunes in the show as well as 
enjoy Christmas spoofs like Grand-
ma Got Run Over by a Reindeer and 
I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus – 
and a few other great surprises, too! 
(Taken from the Sipe Center Web-
site www.sipecenter.com https://3red
necktenors.com) Tickets are still 
available and cost $32. Please con-
tact Nancy Miller at 540.810.0144 if 
you are interested in going.  
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When I was teaching, the day before 
Thanksgiving I asked my student to 
take out just a little piece of paper 
and gave them a few minutes to 
write 10 things they were thankful 
for and told them no one would see 
this list.  Then they were to fold it up 
into a tiny square and put it in a cor-
ner of a billfold where they would 
happen onto it again when they 
were maybe looking for some mon-
ey and not finding any.  A few would 
say they couldn't think of 10 
things.  I suggested that they write 

more specific rather than general 
things, hoping that this exercise 
would give them encouragement no 
matter what they were dealing with 
in their personal lives.   A grateful 
heart is a blessing in itself.  Gratitude 
as a consistent attitude brings with it 
hope and peace and the belief that 
things will get better.  This past year 
a number who come to the food 
pantry have experienced hardships 
and sorrows in their lives, some we 
know about and some we are una-
ware of.  Many of them consistently 

thank us for providing food each 
month.  They appreciate that they 
not only receive food but that they 
know they can count on us.   We 
trust that meeting these needs is a 
subtle but meaningful way to remind 
them of God's faithfulness and that 
He is the source of all good 
gifts.  May we, too, remember to be 
thankful for the bounty and unmerit-
ed mercy we receive from God and 
count them as blessings as we 
peacefully fall asleep. 

Bea 
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   1 - Tucker Pence 
   3 - Fred Simmons 
   5 - Susan Price 
   9 - Erika Browning 
 17 - Brent Showalter 
 19 - Nathan Frye 
 20 - Donald Custer 
        Seth Normington 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 21 - Nancy Norman 
        Gary Pence 
        Tyler Showalter 
 23 - Eric Browning 
        Carolyn Pence 
 27 - Lou Pence 
 29 - Sue Haley 
 30 - Bret Phillips 
 
 
13 - Larry & Alexis Hogan 
19 - Craig & Nancy Miller 
20 - Andy & Catherine Carrier 
30 - Seth & Gemma Normington 
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Office Closed 

Food Pantry 4-6 

Session @ 6:30 

Courier Deadline 

O f f i c e  C l o s e d 

 Dates to Remember 
  6 & 13 - Office Closed   
 16 - Food Pantry 4-6 pm 
 19 - Lessons & Carols 
  20 - Courier Deadline 
  24 - Christmas Eve Service       
        @ 7 pm 
  27 - 31– Office Closed 

Office Closed 


