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Our Ministry Plan in These Uncertain Times 
     As we continue to navigate these challenging times, I’d like to update you on our 
plan for ministry for the next 4-6 weeks and beyond.  There are wonderful things 
happening in and through the lives of the people of Cooks Creek! 
1)  It continues to be a blessing and inspiration to have so many people participate 
in our worship videos.  I hear from many people that they are heartened to see a 
rich variety of people participate in worship.  I pray that we may continue having this 
level of participation in our worship for years to come!  If you would like to be in-
volved, please let me know:  pastorsethnormington@gmail.com or 540.867.5117.  
We continue to engage in worship through liturgy, music, and the Word of God 
read and proclaimed.  I pray that although this way of engaging in worship has been 
different that the Holy Spirit has continued to work in and through you to bring you 
closer to God. 
2)  My priority for our worship gatherings, and the priority of Session, is to have us 
as united as possible in our Sunday worship.  To me, this means having our Sunday 
worship as accessible to everyone as is technologically feasible and for everyone to 
be able to access the same worship.  I want us to remain united in our worship of 
the Triune God.   
     Livestreaming will enable us to conduct a high-quality worship experience in the 
sanctuary and facilitate people participating in worship in the sanctuary or over the 
livestream from their homes, etc.  This opens the possibility for us to remain united 
in worship whether we are in the sanctuary or elsewhere.  Unfortunately, the nation-
al (global?) shortage of the component we need to complete our setup has persist-
ed through July.  Our local vendor hopes to receive the part and get us up and run-
ning in August, but that timeline is not a guarantee.  If the component delay is ex-
tended further, we will revisit possibilities for streaming worship in the short-term.      
     Our worship videos continue to be posted to our website, YouTube, and Face-
book.  Additionally, a recording of our worship is played for people to call in and 
listen to each Sunday morning at 10:30.  To listen to worship on your phone on Sun-
days at 10:30, call 646.876.9923, enter meeting ID 422105242, and password 016594.  
Long distance telephone rates may apply. 

Continued on page 3 



 
Mission Team 

Dick Miller Fund 

     Thank you to those who are re-
membering the Dick Miller Fund in 
your giving.  Requests for rent, elec-
tric, etc. are starting to come in, so 
we appreciate all donations. 

Budgeted Funds 

     n July, CCPC used budgeted 
funds to support this local mission: 

UKIRK Harrisonburg 

     UKIRK represents a network of 
campus ministries across the coun-
try under the Presbyterian Church 
USA. Students gather weekly to ex-
plore faith through worship, Bible 
study, mission, and fellowship.        
UKIRK Harrisonburg 
is supported by the 
local Presbytery of 
Shenandoah and 
covenant churches. 

http://trinitypresbyterianharrisonbur
g.org/ukirk.html 

     Submitted by, 
The Mission & Outreach Team 

Prayer Ministry 

“Rejoice always, pray without  
ceasing, in everything give thanks; 
for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus for you.”  
1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18 

     Joy, prayer and thanksgiving are 
three attitudes present in every be-
liever’s life; empowered by the Holy 
Spirit.  Our children, youth and col-
lege students have felt the Lord’s 
presence through your prayers, es-
pecially during the past few months, 
and they will continue to grow spir-
itually through your dedication to 

prayer and by sending a card each 
month reminding them that Jesus 
loves them.  Thank you for being 
part of God’s plan for CCPC! 
     Several prayer 
warriors are needed 
to pray for children 
new to the Prayer 
Ministry.  If the Holy 
Spirit is leading you 
to join this ministry 
by praying for one 
or more children or if you would like 
for your child to be on the receiving 
end of heartfelt prayers, please con-
tact me by August 20th.  September 
will begin our third year of dedicat-
ing time to pray for our children, 
youth & college students. Joy, pray-
er and thanksgiving ~ this is the will 
of God for all of us. Amen! 

Blessings, 
Becky Pierce 

540-421-6068 
rpiercehome@hotmail.com  

Mary Ruth Circle 

     Due to the uncertainty created 
by Covid-19, it has 
been decided to 
cancel all Mary Ruth 
Circle meetings for 
the rest of 2020. If           

 

circumstances allow, we will 
try to reconvene our gatherings in 
January, 2021. We will continue with 
our present Bible study of the Ten 
Commandments, "Love Carved in 
Stone." During this time, we can 
continue to minister to our church 
family through cards, phone calls or 
texts. 

Phyllis Simmons 
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Greeter/Elder on Call for 
August: 
Mary Etta Cornett - 540-810-
4530 
Mark Williams - 540-578-3035 

Please keep in prayer: 
© Colleen Long 
© Luanne May 
© Alison Trost 
© Jerry and Charlsie Miller 
© Ken McNulty 
© Terry and Linda Morris  
© Carolyn Stilwell (Carole’s 

daughter in law) 
© Lois Burkholder (Norma 

Bowman’s sister) 
© Annie Lucas on the passing 

of her husband, Howard. 
© Lori Evans (George’s sister) 
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 (Continued from Page 1)   
3)  When we resume in-person wor-
ship our building will be ready.  We 
are installing six automated hand 
sanitizing stations this month.  
Jeanie has increased sanitizing 
practices and stocked the church 
with items to increase the cleanli-
ness of the church for members to 
use.  Details as to what exactly Sun-
day mornings will look like in its 
dozens of details will be finalized 
and communicated before we gath-
er in person, but we know all the 
options before us – it is about final-
izing that plan with up-to-date 
needs.  As the local and national 
situation continues to develop, the 
Session will discern what practices 
are necessary or desirable close to 
the time of our gatherings. 

4)  We are planning for several ad-
ditional worship and formation op-
portunities in addition to Sunday 
morning worship and will com-
municate those in the coming 
weeks as they are finalized.  We are 
planning to have an in-depth study 
of the Book of Revelation starting 
the week of September 7 – more 
details to come.  We had a strong 
response to our Staycation Bible 
School and we pray that was a 
unique and inspirational experience 
for children and families.   
5) Cooks Creek is incredibly blessed 
to be a multi-generational family of 
faith with active worshipers in their 
90’s and brand new, just born wor-
shipers!  We will continue to do our 
utmost to make decisions that glo-
rify God and honor all of our broth-

ers and sisters in Christ at Cooks 
Creek.  It is never easy to make dif-
ficult decisions for a whole church, 
especially in times of crisis and dif-
fering opinions, but we relish your 
continued prayers that as a church 
we would be doing our best to do 
what Jesus would have us do and 
show the world the love of Jesus by 
being united in heart, mind, and 
spirit. 
     If you have a question, feedback, 
or if there is a detail you are inter-
ested in that I missed, please do not 
hesitate to contact me:  pastorseth-
normington@gmail .com or 
540.867.5117.  Thank you for your 
continued faithfulness and support! 
 
Blessings, 
      

Financial Update 

     Our income year-to-date is $159,439.73.  This amount includes the $28,412 given to the Capital Campaign in 
2020.  Our expenditures in 2020, including capital upgrades, total $180,678.69.  This leaves us with a 2020 operating 
deficit of $21,238.96.   
     Our goal for income for the year is $353,660 which includes our annual ministry expenses and raising $57,000 to 
meet our capital campaign goal.  Through the first seven months of the year, we have received 45.1% of our project-
ed income, which is 13% behind pace.   
     We have done some important and faithful work this year.  We continue to fully pay all our staff.  We have en-
hanced our sanctuary to make our worship services more accessible and dynamic with continuing audio/visual up-
grades.  We have replaced major components of our septic system to keep our facilities strong.  We have upgraded 
our exterior doors to help us stay safe in emergencies.  We continue to invest in local organizations that provide for 
the needs of our area.  We continue to worship and plan for a dynamic season of ministry this fall.    
     We are faithful and we are strong.  Our future is bright. 
     This is a year unlike any we would have anticipated as our world deals with several catastrophes.  This update is 
not meant to be a source of guilt but is provided to offer the best information we have on the financial state of our 
congregation.   
     To learn how to give online, on your mobile device, through the mail, or in-person, please go to cookscreek-
church.org/give or call the office at 540.867.5117. 
     Our financial update in the June newsletter was a detailed look at our giving from March-June.  If you would like 
to learn more about our finances, please see that newsletter at cookscreekchurh.org/newsletters. 
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Hi there! 
     If you need a refreshment of spirit today, I encourage you to spend some time on 
 cwsblankets.org/stories-and-reports ...and especially on the midyear impact report. The most 
amazing testimony here is this: in one of the hardest years we’ve all been through together, we 
were still able to give nearly 40,000 CWS Kits and Blankets to communities in great need of 
these supplies. That’s more than we shipped out in the same time-frame (January - June) last 
year! 
     It would never have been possible without the generosity of congregations like yours lead-
ing up to 2020. You made sure CWS shelves were stocked and ready for such a time as this. So 
whether or not you’ve been able to safely reopen the doors of your church, thank you for blan-
keting others with your love. 
     Later this summer, I’ll share a few unique & simple ways your congregation can restock the 
shelves with blankets in the months ahead. As you can imagine, most of our faithful supporters 
couldn’t meet this spring to collect offerings for this ministry, so we are running critically low on 
blankets. And the frigid temps aren’t as far away as they feel...just three or four months before 
the first freeze hits. My hope is to have 50,000+ blankets ready to go for the families who will 
be most vulnerable during those months. We’re still working on the details, so stay tuned! 
     In the meantime, please keep yourselves safe, healthy and encouraged as we continue to 
care for our neighbors in new ways. 

Blessings, 
 
Matthew Stevens 
Director of Congregational Giving, CWS 

In February and March of this year, we collect-
ed $1,180.00 to purchase blankets in memory 
of or in honor of a loved one. Our contribu-
tion to CWS’ Blanket the World Fund helped 
put those blankets on the shelves to be used 
when crisis hit. Thank you, Cooks Creek, for 

your generous contribution.  
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT 

     Again, I am amazed and so grate-
ful for the generosity of those who 
support this food pantry.  Just look at 
this balance!  This month individual 
contributions were $70 more than 
last month, and last month there 
were no contributions from business-
es.  Costs of hamburger and bread 
were the same, but food items cost a 
little over $800 more than last 
month.  Milk vouchers cost a little 
over $100 less this month.  Last 
month we served 75 families, if we 
count the emergency bags, but this 
month we served 65, with one being 
there for the first time.  I always wor-
ry a little about the few regulars who 
don't come one month, and we had 
4-5 of those this month. This month 
these families received approximately 
2,021 pounds of food in the pre-
packed bags.  In addition, each family 
received an 18-count carton of eggs, 
two pounds of hamburger, and a loaf 
of bread with large families receiving 
two loaves. 
     This month, each family also re-
ceived a 6-pound rectangular block 
of mozzarella cheese along with a 
recipe and suggestions for using it. 

Through the Cheese Ministry, the 
Harrisonburg Baptist Church orga-
nized the distribution, but local dairy 
farmers, through the coordination 
and financial support of the Rocking-
ham Cooperative Farm Bureau and 
other businesses, provided the milk.  
There was no cost to us.  We thank 
the Calvary Mennonite Fellowship 
School at Mt. Clinton for keeping the 
80 blocks of cheese we were given in 
their large refrigerators until our dis-
tribution day.   
     We thank Mt. Bethel for hosting 
the food pantry in June.  In July Mt. 
Olive will be the host.  They will pro-
vide eggs and an inspirational insert 
for each family.  We will plan to serve 
80 households.  The drive-thru distri-
bution is still working well and will 
continue in July, and we will continue 
to support the pantry with monetary 
donations rather than food items. 
     Last week we discovered there 
was water in the bottom of one of 
our refrigerators.  A serviceman came 
promptly and cleared a clogged and 
frozen drain from the freezer above.  
Also, he cleared the same problem in 
one of the upright freezers.  His bill 

of $70 will be in next month's treas-
urer's report.  
     WRFP has provided Roberta 
Webb Child Care Center with 58 milk 
vouchers each month for about 10 
years.  However, because they re-
ceive federal funds, the reporting of 
other financial gifts must include re-
ceipts with information not available 
on the Sharp Shopper milk receipts, 
so rather than jeopardize their subsi-
dy, they have chosen to discontinue 
getting our milk vouchers.  They were 
most grateful for the help we have 
given them over the years.  There is 
an at-risk preschool for low income 
children in Harrisonburg that could 
use our milk vouchers. This pre-
school, with a maximum of 70 chil-
dren, is housed on the JMU campus, 
but it has a contract with Harrison-
burg City Schools to take their over-
flow of 2-6-year-olds. Funding comes 
from Harrisonburg City Schools and 
parents' payments are on a sliding 
scale. The director of Robert Webb 
suggested that we might be interest-
ed in providing milk vouchers for this 
group.    

Continued on following page 

Beginning Balance June 1, 2020 $18,596.77 

DEPOSITS  

     Individual Contributions $2,745.00 

     Church & Religious Organizations  $1,685.00 

     Businesses $500.00 

Total Deposits $4,930.00 

DISBURSEMENTS  

     Hamburger $508.00 

     Bread $99.00 

     Food Purchases to fill Bags  $3,252.58 

     Milk Vouchers (Finder’s Keepers 65 gal. - $216.55  Sharp Shopper 33 gal - $125.99) $342.54 

Total Disbursements $4202.42 

Balance as of June 30, 2020 $19,324.35 
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT, CONT. 
     We constantly hear on the news 
that we are a polarized, divided 
country with people becoming en-
trenched in different positions, un-
able or unwilling to listen to each 
other, understand each other, or 
care about each other.  Examples of 
ugliness, hate, and corruption are 
in ample supply.  Maybe there is 
some truth to this in politics, but 
from what can be seen in the work-
ings of this community, a lot of 
people are taking seriously what 
they have been taught from the 
stories of the Good Samaritan, the 
Mustard Seed, the Rich Young Rul-
er, and other teachings of Jesus.  
Differences of background, wealth, 
race, social status, ethnicity, etc., 
have not prevented individuals and 
businesses from contributing what-
ever they could to those less fortu-
nate.  People in our community 

gave what they have, whether a lot 
or a little, to the Community Foun-
dation to support their neighbors 
who need help with shelter and 
food, especially in this time of pan-
demic, and recently to raise over 
$800,000 to assist organizations 
that help the less fortunate all year 
long.  Two rather large silent, non-
violent marches/rallies were held at 
which God's children voiced their 
concerns with self respect and were 
truly listened to with respect by 
leaders and neighbors alike, and I 
understand that some changes to 
prevent injustices and hurts in the 
future are already being put into 
place.  Twice in the last week, I 
have seen articles on the im-
portance of kindness.  One devo-
tional mentioned the kindness of 
Jesus when he stopped a funeral 
procession to bring back to life the 

son of a widow from Nain.  The 
DN-R published an article that said 
scientific research actually shows 
that kindness "is bred in our bones 
as much as our anger or our lust or 
our grief or our desire for re-
venge."  Even the national news 
media are showing examples of 
people both instinctively deliber-
ately showing small acts of kind-
ness that some may not think 
newsworthy.  The many people 
who support the food pantry in 
various ways put kindness into 
practice.  Let's encourage each oth-
er to continue to be kind and to 
work together as individuals and as 
groups in our food pantry, in our 
community, and in our country.  
Love really is the strongest force 
and is as contagious as this pan-
demic.  

  Bea 

School may look a little different this year! 
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Food Pantry 4-6 

    
   1 - Randy Moyers 

   2 - Rhonda Swope 
   3 - Ronald Miller 
   4 - Jim Suter 
   5 - Raymond Ratcliffe 
   6 - Nancy Miller 
 10 - Skip Wallace 
 11 - Tori Moats 
         Phyllis Simmons 
 14 - Michael Garrison 
        David Price 

 17 - Natasha Blosser 
 19 - Gloria Milller 
 20 - Brad Miller 
 21 - Sara Dolack 
        Steve Smith 
 23 - Marco Keech 
 24 - Laura Keech 
 25 - Helen Suter 
 30 - Pam Bocock 
        Sophia Funkhouser 
 31 - James Haley 
           

BIRTHDAYS   

Session @  
6:30 pm 

Courier 
deadline 

   
  3 - Hunter & Autumn Barnett 
  5 - Earnest & Mary Etta Cornett 
13 - Ken & Lynn McNulty 
21 - Randy & Vivian Burkholder 

ANNIVERSARIES 


